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harm. 


Large doses of radiation can kill or damage unborn babies 
(usually the former) but this is not the risk with which we are 
concerned in discussing nuclear tests. Radiation can also make adults’ 
sterile by damage to the germ cells, but there is, again, little im-| 
Mediate danger that the number of abnormal children born even to) 


8urvivors of the Hiroshima bomb, or to their 
Rrandchildren, will be very high. 

The danger of releasing radiation into the 
atmosphere is a much subtler one. We all, in 
Common with other organisms, live under a 
Continual fire of radioactive particles of vary- 
Ing energies coming from minerals in the 
earth, from outer space, and from the products 
Of collision between cosmic rays and the atoms 
of gas in the atmosphere. This level of radia- 
tion (“ background ”) is a fact of life. 

The inherited characters of organisms, in- 
cluding us, are carried for the most part by 
Chemical structures in the male and female 
Berm cells (those which give rise to eggs or 
perms), which copy themselves with great 
accuracy and are highly specific. 


When a cell is “hit” 


Radiation is known to affect these struc- 
tures—in crude terms, when a radioactive 
Particle “scores a hit” upon one of them, the 
Tesult, like a scratch on a negative, will be 
Propagated through all subsequent cells derived 
ftom it. It is possible that similar radioactive 
_ hits,” not on germ cells but on body cells 
ue the various organs, may be responsible for 
s0Me cases of cancer, but that is another story. 
_ Such “hits” upon germ cells produce changes 
heritable characters known as mutations, 
and most of these, when they express them- 
fens in the offspring, are harmful, not beni- 
cial, 

In very many cases, however, they only do 
express themselves when the same changed 
ereditary factor is contributed by both 
Parents. In these cases (recessives) the child 
Teared from a sperm which has undergone a 
hit” and an egg-cell which has not will be 
Normal, since half his hereditary material is 
derived from each parent. 

But half the child’s own sex cells will on 
the average carry the mutant: if brother and 
Sister matriages were allowed in human 
Societies, one quarter of the offspring of 
such a brother and sister would be abnormal, 
and one half, while normal, would carry the 
Mutant gene in an undetectable form and 
transmit it to their offspring. 

All radiation probably produces mutation, 
"Nd the more radiation there is, the more 
pUtation will occur. That not all of it is 
‘amful is evident from the fact that if no 
fhange had occurred in the genetic constitu- 
ton of animals, there would have been no 
“olution, which has depended largely on the 
jneding-out of unfavourable, and the spread- 
Winy of favourable, characters arising in this 


Unfortunately this does not apply under the 
Rditions of human life. 


No “safe” fevel of radiation 


. Quite a large increase in background radia- 
Sn could occur without obvious increase in 
s._immediate number of abnormal births, 
Ply because of the absence of close inter- 
Marriage in human societies and the relative 
arcity of the new mutants. But the spread of 
“ch mutants is nearly impossible to calculate 
wreey cannot be detected in any individual 
th © carries but does not express them—and 
© result is like a game of snap played with 
atl large packs in which originally there is 
ay One similar pair, but to which new similar 
és are being added at an unknown rate. 
,Pboviously under these conditions a vast 
asc in the number of “snaps” would 
teget, after a while—in the case of human 
Salve mutations, after several generations. 
“sar Is evident therefore that there is no, 
Ay the level of radiation for the germ cell, 
tha ¢te is for the whole man-—-any morc than 
to J& is a safe level of rifle fire for a platoon 
qparch through, 4 ; 
ta question is how much artificial radia- 
th fan be added to the background without 
theag of serious trouble several generations 


Cy 


sigjo™Monsense would suggest as little as pos- 
fhe, 4." View of the increasing use of atomic 
of ,>) and the desirability of leaving plenty 
acti, Bin for an accidental escape of radio- 
ve matter, 
weemmonsense unfortunately plays no 
Por, hatsoever in the planning of contem- 
May (Power politics. The future generations 
ang nl a vote, but they cannot usc it yet, 
Geag by |. Who take the risks will be safely 
Y then, 


Ad. (USB eenien) 


Entered as second-class matter at post office, Boston, Mass., USA. 


THE GENETIC EFFECTS 
OF RADIATION 


By Our Scientific Correspondent 


HE reason for the real uncertainty over the possible harm 
which a given amount of radiation may do to posterity 
can be understood only if we understand the nature of that 


The address reads : 


27 refuse to pay 
taxes in USA 


«NHARGING that the United States would 

use nuclear weapons in any major war, 
27 American pacifists announced today (Friday) 
that they are refusing to pay 1954 federal 
income taxes. 

Some of them refuse to pay all the tax due, 
others refuse to pay a percentage equal to the 
percentage of the national budget used for 
war. 


They made known their refusal to pay 
through the Tax Refusal Committee of Peace- 
makers, a national pacifist group. 

Although they made it clear that they would 
not pay taxcs for war preparation, or war, 
regardless of the type of weapons, they singled 
out the “New Look” military policy for 
special criticism. They charged that the New 
Look policy commits the United States to the 
use of nuclear weapons in the event of a major 
war and that it is prepared to use those 
weapons in a small one. 

In their statement released today they 
charged that American policy does not regard 
nuclear weapons as so horrible that no nation 
should ever use them. They point out that 
although Hitler did not order the Nazi army 
to use gas or bacteriological warfare, Ameri- 
can officials are already committed to the use 
of the more deadly nuclear weapons. 


Sir Richard Acland 
tells Gravesend electorate— 


WHY | AM AGAI 
MAKING THE H-B 


published election address. 


“No. I have watched it; and it doesn’t work,” his letter 
continues. “ More and more in recent months the party machine 
has been controlled by men whose outlook would only be shared 
by a small minority amongst those who do the work for the 
Party in the constituencies. At all costs ] had to bring this issue 
| directly to the people, in spite of the hard decisions which this 
will throw upon many of my friends.” 
| Sir Richard distributed his election address last weck, because, he 


told his constituents “ you have a right to sce, at the earlicst moment, 
why I resigend and why I am against making H-bombs. 


I propose that we stop making H-bombs, and that we set ourselves 
to spend up to 300 million a year through international agencies, on 
helping the world’s poverty-stricken millions to help themselves. 

Moscow is not mainly counting on the H-bomb ; but rather on the 
break-up of countries where grinding poverty mocks at what men now 


know could be done. If we don’t care for 
these people enough to help them to the tune 
of even 2% of our national income, we don’t 
deserve to withstand the Communist challenge; 
and no armoury of H-bombs will enable us to 
survive it. 


About the H-bomb, 


clear thinking is needed because you might 
be tempted to argue: ‘“ The other fellow’s got 
it; we must have it too.” 


The short answer is that you know in your 
bones that it’s wrong—morally wrong, I mean. 


Somewhere, some day, ordinary men and 
women have to tell scientists, generals and 
statesmen (o turn back from this evil. 


There is, however, a more practical argu- 
ment ; for until the H-bomb thcre never was a 
weapon which could bring total and instant 
destruction to whole countries. 


Today—without having to ask any help from 
us—the Americans have the power to spread 
total and almost instant destruction over 
Russia ; the Russians have, or soon will have, 
the same power over America. The short- 
term hope of the world is that these two will 
be so dead scared that neither will make on 
the other—or on anyone clse—the sort of 
attack which might set off the whole thermo- 
nuclear holocaust. 


This is what we call “the deterrent”. In the 
short run, if is quite a real hope. To this 
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News you may have missed 


London national newspapers, which have 
stopped publication, have a daily circulation 
of over 16,000,000 every week-day morning, 
3,300,000 every evening, and 31,000,000 
every Sunday. Papers outside London that 
are still publishing have a morning circula- 
tion of no more than 1,600,000, and evening 
circulation of 6,900,000 and a Sunday cir- 
culation of under 700,000, says the Man- 
chester Guardian 


FAR EAST 


Washington’s request for delay on the projected 
visit of Mr. Shigemitsu, the Japanese 
Foreign Minister to Mr. Dulles, leaves 
Japanese-American relations at their lowest 
level. Recent talk in Tokio about co- 
existence with the Communists has caused 
Americans to ask precisely where Japan is 
going. 

President Mao Tse-tung of Communist China 
ordered on April 8 that there should be an 
end to the state of war which had existed 
between China and Germany since December 
9, 1941, 

Japan has rejected a Soviet proposal to hold 
talks on ending the state of war between the 
two countries in Tokio or Moscow, the 
Japanese Forcign Minister announced on 
April 6. Japan has insisted that the talks 
should be held at the United Nations head- 
quarters in New York, and hopes that 
Russia will agree to her early admission to 
the United Nations. 

The purging and suicide of Chinese Vicc- 
President Kao Kang, who was regarded at 
gne time as Mao Tse-tung’s most likely suc- 
cessor, were simultaneously announced in 
Peking on April 4. 

Speaking of the programme of Singapore's 
new government Mr. David Marshall said: 
“ We want to attain full independence in co- 
operation with Britain.” He claimed that 
the existing emergency regulations offended 
the popular sense of justice, and should be 
subjected to review. 


USA 


President Eisenhower, on April 10, was re- 
ported to have directed American forces to 
stand clear of fighting that might break out 
in the Formosa area until he can assess the 
extent of any Chinese Communist attack. If 
he is convinced that an assault on Quemoy 
and Matsu is the beginning of a massive 
effort to take Formosa, American forces 
would move into action with tactical small- 
size atomic weapons. 

President. Eisenhower signed documents on 
April 7 to end the Allied occupation of 


Western Germany and admit her to the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation. 


Admiral Carney, Chief of Naval Operations, 
was reported to have said to a group of 
American newspapermen on March 24: 
“The Chinese Communists will probably 
initiate an attack on Matsu in mid-April. 
The significance of the timing 1s that it 
would tie up with the Afro-Asian conterence 
in Bandung, Indonesia from April 18-24. On 
April 5, to a Congressional Committee 
Admiral Carney denied having made this 
statement, 
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NST 
OMB 


| 6¢ ‘OULD I have remained in the Labour Party to argue from inside ?” Sir Richard 
Acland, who resigned his seat as MP for Gravesend in order to contest an election on 
the issue of the H-bomb, asks this question in a letter with which he prefaces his recently 


H-tests in the 


North Sea 
“IT’S LEGAL’’—MP 


Peace News Parliamentary Correspondent 
J{URTHER attempts to limit hydrogen 
bomb explosions were made in the 
Commons on Wednesday last week. Hav- 
ing failed to secure the abolition of the 
bomb altogether, Mr. Henry Usbome 
(Lab., Yardley) tried the next best thing 
and concentrated on limiting the tests. 

{fc suggested that the Foreign Secretary 
should negotiate with other countries with a 
view to defining the areas where thermo- 
nuclear explosives might, or might not, be 
tested. 

Mr. Anthony Nutting, Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs, replied that, besides Britain, 
there were only two other countries at present 
concerned with thermo-nuclear explosions— 
the USSR and the US. 

Up to now, he said, the USSR had con- 
ducted all its tests within its own territory. 
After their last tests in the Pacific, ihe US 
representative in the United Nations said tho 
US authorities were doing everything possible 
to prevent any recurrence of possible danger. 

“In these circumstances,” he added, “I do 
not think that any useful purpose would be 
served by negotiations on this subject.” 
“How do you know?” 

Mr. Usborne said that Sir William Penney, 
the British atomic scientist, was recently re- 
ported to have said that 150,000 tons of water 
could be lifted by an atomic bomb exploded 
under water. The hydrogen bomb, presumably, 
would raise very much more than that. 

“Jt is now apparenily legal for a nation 
to explode such a bomb in the North Sea,” 
he protested. “Is it not therefore important 
that some international arrangement should 
he reached, if bombs have to be exploded, 
to decide where they should be exploded 2?” 
And, having gone that far, Mr. Usborne 

proceeded to ask the obvious question arising 
from that train of thought: “Is it not better 
to reach an agreement that they should not 
be exploded at all?” 

Mr. Nutting brushed the last question aside 
by saying that it was not what Mr, Usborne 
had originally raised. 

“As to where the explosions should take 
place,” he said, “I can assure you that they 
will not take place in the North Sea.” 

There was 2 chorus of, “How do you 
know ?” and Mr. Nutting went on. “From 
the evidence available, the maximum pre- 
cautions are taken by countries to ensure 
the minimum amount of danger.” 

Mr. Michael Stewart (Lab. Fulham, #.) 
wondered how Mr. Nutting could assure the 
House that these explosions would not take 
place in the North Sea. 

“Have you received assurances from the 
Soviet Government in that respect,” he asked, 

Mr. Nutting replied that he was speaking on 
behalf of the British Government. 


Cartoon by courtesy of Vicky and the Daily Mirror. 


*SA winner? There won’t be any winner in this race !"’ 


\ 


—— April 15th 1955 


PEACE NEWS 


3 BLACKSTOCK ROAD, LONDON, N.4 
Tel: STAmford Hill 2262 (three lines) 


Distribution office for U.S.A: 
130 Brattle St. Cambridge 38, Mass. 


A certain calmness and good temper are necessary 
if we would understand what we disagree with, or would 
oppose it with success, J. A. FRoupg. 


Can fear be banned? 


TPHERE is nothing that we can learn from history on 

what may be the end of the growing fear of universal 
destruction that is over the world today. There has been 
no comparable historical period. 


We have observed that more than one politician has compared 
the consequences of the development of atomic energy as a 
weapon of destruction with the discovery of gunpowder. Such 
a comparison is obviously valueless and is only resorted to for 
purposes of deception—probably self-deception. 


Men are secking to deceive themselves for they are afraid. 
All have a sense of personal fear, except the very old who have 
lived their lives and know that there is nothing much left before 
them; und unless these are people with no pity for youth or 
concern for those to come after them, these also are afraid. 


This does not mean (hat men and women go trembling about 
their affairs. They have lived into the present hideous epoch 
by stages, first with the atom-bomb as a horror that could never 
be repeated; then with the progressive acceptance among people 
that it might conceivably be repeated, and that at any rate the 
thing was being made; then into the era of the discovery of the 
H-bomb, its manufacture and the development of its destructive 
power: until they have come to live in an age when, if they 
allow themselves to think apout it, they know that there is 
enough destructive material in the world for the annihilation of 
all humanity. 

Mostly they do not allow themselves to think about it. Men 
and women have to five their lives, and to live in sanity it is 
necessary to assume a future—for themselves and for their chil- 
dren, ‘hey thrust the H-bemb out of their minds, and the 
fact that its manufacture is increasingly being spread over the 
world: America, then Russia, then Britain and now France. 

It is a subject that cannot be prevented from occasionally ob- 
truding itself into thought—indeed, it does this increasingly— 
but it is not welcomed, and it is not encouraged as material for 
serious discussions in polite society although it is the most im- 
portant fact today in the world of men, 


* 


But men have only a limited control over what their minds 
are fo be concerned with and, thrust away, this thing keeps 
coming back, It comes back as a growing fear, 2 fear that it 
seems impossible to exorcise. This fear finds different means 
of expression, Sir Winston Churchill described the epoch that 
has brought these things as a hideous epoch, forgetting that if 
the atom-bomb had not been produced it could not have been 
dropped on Hilroshima and Nagasaki, actions he had formerly 
held to be desirable and, on the whole, beneficient. 

The Archbishop of York remarks “I would to God they 
had never been invented,” forgetting that he has expressed the 
view that the H-bomb may act as a shield while steps are taken 
that may bring peace. 

Both comments are expressions of the fear that is over 
everybody, as are the letters that so many good folk write to 
the newspapers to announce that they would rather be vapourised 
by the H-bomb than submit to Communist tyranny. That their 
letters are in substitution for the whimper of fear is attested by 
the fact that they are always concerned with the destruction that 
miy be coming to themselves; we have yet to see a letter in 
which the writer says that rather than submit to Communist 
tyranny he would vapourise the population of a great town. 

Now we do not know what is going (o be the outcome of 
this situation, All we can know is that this fear will grow. 
What history has had to show us in earlier epochs, where there 
were no means of nuclear destruction, is that the periods of 
mounting fear that accompanied an arms race were brought to 
an end by war: one side or the other has felt that it was less 
intolerable to plunge in than to wait. In all these earlier occa- 
sions, however, the plunge was a gamble; it could possibly lead 
to a more advantageous position among the Powers afterwards 
and a surcease to fear, Today it means destruction for all. 

This does not mean that we are safeguarded against such 
a plunge being taken. Fear and tension, such as have never 
been known before, must create a strain upon men that will in- 
evitably Jead to somebody somewhere taking action that will put 
an end to an intolerable burden on mind and nerves. 

The H-bomb itself will be less and less the centre of danger. 
This will be the fear of the El-bomb. It is this that will have to 
be outlawed first; and this can only be done by nations acting 
alone, To “ban the H-bomb” will not ban the fear of the H- 
bomb, It may even increase It and poison it through suspicion. 
The nation that decides to put down its defences, because defence 
today means “ deterrents” and this means the H-bomb, will not 
have removed the danger in which it lives, but it will not have 
added to the danger. It will doubtless not have removed fear. 
What ft will have done will have been to face the fact that no 
tolerable life can be lived in fear; and it will have defied fear; 
which will be the first step io becoming free of it. 


Sir Winston retires 


Mest of the Press commentary on Sir 
Ll Winston Churchill consequent upon 
his retirement will have to await the end 
of the newspaper strike, but this will 
doubtless follow on the lines of what has 
been said in anticipation of this event 
and will be overweighted by appreciation 
of Sir Winston's versatility and personal 
zest for life. Any real appraisement of 
his place in history will have to await the 
hand of the historians of the future, if 
there are to be such. 


That Sir Winston is a man who is 
capable of sympathetic and imaginative 
understanding in personal relationships is 
testified by most people who have been 
brought into contact with him, particu- 
larly those who have had dealings with 
him in the House of Commons, where 
the greater part of his life has been spent. 


This fact tends to obscure the real 
character of his place in the world of 
politics. Sir Winston has unquestionably 
been one of the major figures in the 
world of our times and this means surely 
that he has made one of the major 
contributions to the creation of the kind 
of world that we live in today: we have 
to contemplate the character of this 
world in appraising the departing Prime 
Minister’s contribution. 


The first thing that has to be said 
about Sir Winston regarded from this 
standpoint is that he has fully accepted 
the kind of society founded on the opera- 
tion of class-power operated through 
private capital accumulation, and 
although the socialist movement in its 
various manifestations has disclosed in 
its working out its own peculiar threats 
to the human spirit and to human wel- 
fare, it is nevertheless true that it has 
been the organisation of society on the 
basis of class-power through capital 
accumulation that has set in movement 
the trends that have brought two world 
wars and now threaten universal destruc- 
tion in a third. 


Sir Winston has not only been fully 
identified with the basic conceptions on 
which such a society is founded but, 
although he has a capacity for accepting 
the accomplished fact with a certain 
grace, he has consistently fought a rear- 
guard action against attempts to modify 
its evils and has shown no disposition 
to meet aspirations to colonial indepen- 
dence in a liberal spirit. 


Cold war Premier 


QR WINSTON has a very special 

responsibility for the creation of the 
conditions that in the world of today 
have come to be described as the “‘ cold 
war.” The leading part he took in 
attempting to destroy the Russian revolu- 
tion by lending external military aid to 
the forces secking to re-establish Czarism 
certainly provided substantial reasons for 
future governments of Russia to regard 
the West with suspicion, and this action 
probably contributed to the development 
of the autocratic character of the 
Russian regime. 


In the development of the tensions that 
have followed World War II and which 
threaten to break down in World War 
III, we believe that the two biggest con- 
tributions have been the Communist 
scizure of power, with the Russian threat 
behind it, in Czechostovakia in 1948, and 
the speech made by Sir Winston at 
Fulton in 1946, when—using, of course, 
the conventional cant of the power 
struggle by speaking in “ defence ” terms 
—he threatened Russia with the atom 
bomb, which she did not then possess, if 
she pursued what British diplomacy of 
the 19th century would have called a 
“ vigorous ” foreign policy. 


Whether or not there was any disposi- 
tion on the part of the Russian Govern- 
ment to display a conciliatory attitude 
after the World War, that Fulton speech 
made it impossible, as Sir Winston ought 
to have been the first to recognise if 
he could have asked himself what would 
have been his own reaction had the posi- 
tions been reversed. 


Bad and threatening as was the 
Russian-encouraged seizure of power in 


“Who will dispense the medicine?” 


FT AM not unaccustomed to shocks but even 21, 


1944—-more than ten months before the 


which 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


Czechoslovakia, it must be remembered 
that it came after and not before Sir 
Winston Churchill's Fulton speech. 


Towards the opening of 
talks 


VJXHE first step in the opening of talks 

- between the Powers on what is now 
to happen following the ratification of 
the Paris treaties was taken on Easter 
Monday when Herr Raab, the Austrian 


WEBSTER ON 
CONSCRIPTION 
“Where is it written in the Consti- 
tution, in what articles or section is it 
contained, that you may take children 
from their parents, and parents from 
their children and compel them to fight 
the battles of any war in which the folly 


or wickedness of the government may 
engage itself ? 


“Under what concealment has this 
power lain hidden, which now for the 
first time comes forth, with a tremend- 
ous and baleful aspect, to trample down 
and destroy the dearest right of personal 
liberty? Who will show me any Con- 
stituttonal injunction which makes it the 
duty of the American people to surrender 
everything valuable in life, and even 
life itself, whenever the purposes of an 
ambitious and mischievous government 
may require it ? 

“7 almost disdain to go to quotations 
and references to prove that such an 
abominable doctrine has no foundation 
in the Constitution of this country, It 
is enough to know that that instrument 
was intended as the basis of a free 
government, and that the power con- 
tended for is incompatible with any 
notion of personal liberty. 


“A free government, with an uncon- 
trolled power of military conscription, 
is the most ridiculous and abominable 
contradiction and nonsense that ever 
entered into the heads of men.” 


—Daniel Webster, in the US 
House of Representatives, 
Jan. 14, 1814. 


— of ambassadors. 


made clear, just as it has already been 
made clear that Germany will now acti: 
a much less inhibited fashion in the fur) 
therance of its national aims. 


The newspaper Die Welt has nov 
declared that Germany will be “ ceasing 
to consider world policies through Allied 
spectacles” and that Federal Germany 
has a right to take the initiative wher 
ever the future of the whole of Germany 
is concerned. Such an_ initiative ¥ 
already indicated by the German Foreign 
Office which has announced that it § 
working out a programme for Germat 
reunification, and that this programmé 
will be tendered to the Western powel 
during the discussions which must pre 
cede the holding of a Four-Power col) 
ference. 


The Soviet Government, incidentally! 
has indicated that it would prefer a full 
scale Four-Power meeting on _ th 
Austrian question rather than a meeting] 
; At such a_ full-scalé 
meeting it will be shown that the ques 
tion of Austria cannot be handled sepat 
ately from the question of Germany. 


It is still not too late to consider thé 
possibility of an unarmed and neutralis 
group of European states including 4) 
united Germany as a contribution to thé 
relieving of tensions and the construc: 
ition of the conditions of a peacefil) 
world. 


A “cut” that had two! 
edges 


PREMSYL PITTER, one time presi! 
dent of the Fellowship of Reco) 


iciliation in Czecoslovakia and a membél| 


of the Council of the War Resiste® 
International, is now engaged in social 
work for the evangelical churches # 
Nuremberg. 


He writes in L’Essor, the Swiss pacifis! 
journal, on a message that has been sel 
by representatives of the Protestat! 
churches in Czechoslovakia calling upo! 
protestants in West Germany to work 
against the rearmament of Germany. * 
similar message has been sent by 


|\Czech Catholics. 


Premsyl Pitter makes the point thé! 
the signatories have never made a pu Lic 
protest against the rearming of Czech® 
slovakia, that not one of them had bee! 
associated with the peace movement 3! 
Czechoslovakia in the past, that amomé 
them were those who had regarded thé 
Fellowship of Reconciliation with “4} 
certain disdain,”and that the voices of 
those who were associated with thé 
peace movement of the past may 10 


Chancellor, arrived in Moscow to.engage 
in talks with the Russian Government on 
an Austrian Treaty. 


These talks are only exploratory as the 
Treaty must be approved by Bnitain, 
France and the United States as well as 
by Russia. The Western governments 
have hitherto been pressing for a treaty 
that would establish independence for 
Austria, and Russia has been resisting it, 
understandably, for there has obviously 
been no reason why the Russian Gov- 
ernment should surrender what military 
advantages she gains by keeping a foot 
in Austria in the face of the rearmament 
of Germany. 


The present talks, however, have been 
begun on the Russian initiative and we 
think there is little doubt that Mr. 
Molotov sces in them a gateway to the 
larger talks on the future of Europe. 
What is to happen to Austria is so clearly 
linked up with what is to happen to 
Germany that it will be found impossible 
to separate the questions and when the 
Western powers meet with Russia and 
Austria to consider the Treaty they will 
find that they will have to discuss the 
question of Germany as well. 


The main safeguard that the Russian 
Government secks is that there shall be 
no “anschluss ”’ between an independent 
Austria and a rearmed Germany, and 
bearing in mind how “anschluss ” was 
achieved before, it is clear that this safe- 
guard cannot be provided by Austrian 


undertakings alone. 


That Germany expects to be engaged 
in these discussions has already been 


the 


never be heard. 

He observes a difference between tht 
original text in Czech; as published i! 
the journal Kostnicke Jiskry and_ thé 


translation that has reached Germany: | 


Here the following paragraph has bee? 
eliminated : 


“When a party, a group, a gover 
ment, whatever it may be, lave down if 
advance conditions for a collaboratio? 
for peace, and recognises as peae 
only that which corresponds to its oW? 
views, when it secks to impose 
views regarding peace on others, }! 
denies the cause of peace, and abus® 
the universal aspiration towards pea# 
of all men and peoples in order’ 
cover up its plans for domination.” 
Premsyl Pitter suggests that thes’: 

words have had to be deleted becau® 

they might give the West the impressio# 
that the Czechoslovakian Protestat! 
churches were not entirely beyond the!) 

Government. ; 
The explanation scems to us to # 

more obvious. 

These Czechoslovakian Protestanl 
have followed a little too faithful! 
their own Government’s propagand® 
While it may be all right for hom 
consumption to assume that the ratifies | 
tion of the Paris treaties must be 1 
conditions laid down in advance th! 
might not be so apparent to the Weste! 
reader who has been able to observ’ 
quite a deal of laying down of conél 
tions in advance coming from Czech® 
slovakia’s great military ally, and who! 
also used to hearing, in a rather differe™ 
context, about the abuse of the univel 
sal aspiration towards peace as a cov 
for plans for domination. 


Letter from U.S.A. by A. J. Must? 


the book deals with civilian defence, a matter 
is of added concern to our British 


illustration the colonel has is about the ws) | 
reserves 


wer 


7 so it was jarring to come home from a 
trip, a considerable part of which had been 
devoted to making speeches in Germany 
against rearmament, to find the US Senate 
ratifying the Paris accords providing for this 
very rearming of Germany by an all but unani- 
mous vote and virtually without discussion. 

The general public, including the Church 
leaders and members, could not have shown 
less curiosity, let alone concern, than they did. 
This was a day or so before Palm Sunday. 
Indeed, the business was rushed through the 
Senate so that Senators could get away to 
spend Holy Weck and Easter at home, 

All that remains now is to have Eisenhower 
sign the documents on Good Friday. O, Jerv- 
salem, Jerusalem! 


MacArthur and Yalta 


There is excitement here over the publica- 
tion of the Yalta documents, and I want to 
mention one feature of the discussion which 
will bear close watching, as further revelations 
may be made. 

I refer to the public, carefully worded state- 
ment made by General MacArthur who insists 
that he had nothing to do—at least before the 
Yalta decisions were made—with bringing 
Russia into the war against Japan. In fact, 
MacArthur declares, as far back as September 


bomb was dropped on Hiroshima as a merciful 
way to bring the war to an end with a mini- 
mum loss of lives, especially American ones— 
he reported that Japan no longer had the 
ability to wage total war and “defeat now 
stares her in the face.” 


He asserts that the future development of 
the war confirmed his estimate of Japan’s 
weakness. ‘Indeed, so confirmed was my 
belief that discussions were held at my head- 
quarters concerning the possibility of finishing 
off Japan even before the close of the European 
war ”—in the spring, that is, of 1945. 

I do not want to follow up now the implica- 
tions of this revelation, if it is confirmed, with 
those who eventually made the decision never- 
respect to the motivations and responsibility of 
theless to drop the A-bomb. It furnishes, how- 
ever, a suitable introduction to some observa- 
tions on the mentality, the way of thinking in 
terms of abstractions, impersonal problems, 
technical formulas, which comes to characterise 
the military. I read a couple of chapters the 
other day in a book entitled THE MAN IN THE 
Tuick Leap Suit. Ht consists of a series of 
sketches having to do with various aspects of 
atomic weapons development written by 
Daniel Lang, a feature writer for New Yorker 
magazine, in which the sketches originally 
appeared. The chapter which gives the title to 


friends as the Churchill government joins the 
highly select company of H-bomb producers. 

Mr. Lang interviewed a Lieutenant Colonel 
Barnet W. Beers, high up in the Office of Civil 
Defence Planning. The colonel had been to 
places like Germany and Japan to find out 
just “ what happens in a community while in- 
cendiaries and explosives are dropping on it.” 
Well, in Nagasaki, e.g. “somebody made a 
mistake and sounded the all-clear” just before 
the A-bomb was dropped. Thousands of lives 
could have been saved if only “ people who 
had been alerted had remained in their shel- 
ters.” 


Hamburg’s CD 


The colonel paints a very realistic picture 
of the incendiary raids on Hamburg—‘ the 
cornices ‘of buildings didn’t fall, they floated 
away.” So what? Weil, the Germans made 
mistakes in civil defence preparations too. 
E.g. they did not anticipate the amount of fire 
fighting equipment that would be needed in 
a war, ‘ They had plenty of water right there 
in the Elbe, but why didn’t they have enough 
pumpers for it? ” 

Then they had fire apparatus mostly in the 
centre of cities, rather than on the outskirts. 
They really were stupid, you know. Another 


of firemen and_ police 
handled. Picture it: FY 
“Hanover would send two-thirds of | 
entire civil defence force to help Hambul® 
Then Hanover would get it, and Colos%, 
men would have to be sent to Hanover. a 
was a terrible botch—people fighting fires t 

strange citics while their own homes W® 
catching it.” ot | 
The colonel a little later allows that ®)| 
all the emergencies that may face a city aft? 
a heavy bombing can be foreseen. But Yi 
are going to do our best. For instance, ™, 
plan to broadcast personal messages for sept 
rated persons: “I don’t know why the on 
mans never did that.” We are also plana, 
to prepare casualty lists as rapidly as possi? 4 

Dog tags for civilians might be advisable. A 

the ultimate in forethought: 

"al 


“We also believe that it would be ™ 
humane to separate the morgues, instead 
concentrating them in one district. ” t) 
There is no real envisaging or attempt jf 

envisage what this means on the inside aes 
the human being, to the persons who S¥_¢ | 
and, above all, do these things to other Po. 
sons. In a sense the military men are ne po 
be blamed. Most of the psychologists of | 

- 


presumably ought to be doing that—lea” 
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Have you read 


Peace News? 
—=TRIBUNAL ASK CO 


QN April 1, a full public gallery at 

Fulham, heard the Tribunal Chair- 
man, Sir Gerald Hargreaves commend a 
young man for practical evidence of his 
conscientious objection. 

“In Anthony Smith, the Tribunal have 
found an attitude not noticed in any other 
objector,” he said. 

It was evident that the Tribunal as a whole 
had found respect for the young Methodist 
before them, who, without bigotry, had statcd 
that he had already resigned from Fairey 
Aviation works, because the firm were manu- 
facturing military aircraft, and that should his 
Present firm turn over to war-work, he would 
again resign. 

Asked if he would object to non-combatant 
duties, Smith replied that he would, that the 
Army was a violent organisation, and he did 
hot wish to be part of it. ; 

He was granted conditional exemption, and 
advised to take up work with Friends 
Ambulance Unit. 

“Have you read any books, Peace News, or 


anything of that sort?” asked Mr. Tudor- 
Davies of Michael Gerald Knight. 
Knight replicd that he had not. ; 
This was a most unusual case. Michael 


night’s parents were pacifists ; his father was 
a fica of Reginald Reynolds ; Michael had 
been brought up in a home where non-violence 
was taken for granted, where pacifism was so 
Much a way of life, that the youth had never 
ound it necessary to question pacifism in any 
Way whatsocver. ; : 

Sir Gerald Hargreaves advised him to go 
to the Appellate, and have “some reasons in 
Your mind, and read something on this sub- 
Ject.” ; 

Another sincere but (for the Tribunal) in- 
Sufficiently informed conscientious objector 
Was John Harrison, a nineteen-year-old brick- 
layer, He had procured a Ministry of Labour 
leaflet on coalmining when he was eighteen, 
and had taken it for granted that if he did not 
Wish to go to the forces, he could do alter- 
Native service in the coal mines. He had tried 
to get such employment, but failed. He based 
his objection on humanitarian grounds, saying, 
“J have an abhorrence of taking life.” 

Sir Gerald Hargreaves, dismissing the ap- 
Plication, referred Harrison to the Appellate, 
Saying, “It is not enough to say you have an 
abhorrence to taking life. You must have 
frounds. You must read the subject up. 


Young objectors 
discuss their stand 


~ By David Canter 

“@NHRISTIAN Pacifism and Conscientious 
Objection” was discussed at a conference, 
held between April 2-4 under the auspices of 
the Friends’ Peace Committee (Quakers) at 
Leighton Park School, Reading, for thirty 
intending COs between the ages of sixteen and 

Nineteen. : 
The introductory address was given by John 
unsted, Headmaster of Leighton Park. 
Further helpful guidance was provided by 
red. Moorhouse, Assistant Secretary of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, who spoke on 
The Faith of a Christian Pacifist” and Philip 
eed, who dealt very fully with the position 
Of the CO. For the remaining four sessions 
M the crowded week-end programme, groups 
Were formed for discussion of such topics as 
the sincerity of the CO, justice based on law, 
© consequences of war and the logicality of 
the pacifist position. 


Supersonic Defence League! 


WHuen German planes caused damage to 
'" British property during the last World 
War, a form of compensation was undertaken 
%Y the British Government. . 
Today, it is British and US planes which are 
“ausing the damage, by breaking through the 
Sound barrier. . 
, To deal with complaints received from 
Qouscholders, a “ Supersonic Defence League’ 
as been formed. 


KEEP UP THE AVERAGE 


THE growing concern about 
the Government’s decision 
© manufacture the H-bomb 
and the challenge which the 
> face Pledge Union is present- 
‘Ng to the conscience of men 
@nd women that the- only sat- 
factory and realistic step is 
© abolition of war itself and ai) 
its weapons, has brought in- : 
Steased support. !t is encouraging to all of us 
‘hat with the help of some substantial anony- 
thous gifts and a cheque for $10 from America 
he Peace Pledge Union Fund has jumped up to 
* total of £285. We have thus caught up again 
our total is almost exactly the right pro- 
ttion at this date of the £1,000 we aim at 
Uring 1955, 
Ve are very grateful to all who have helped 
Tar, and | confidently look forward to keeping 
the average and, indeed, to beating all pre- 
Us records in 1955. 
by °W many will maintain the average for a day 
44 Sending us £3, or £10 for a week-end, since 
Work goes on all the time? 
STUART MORRIS, 
General Secretary 


a aim for 1955: £1,000 
Cunt received to date: £285 


bePonations to the Peace Pledge Union should 
Ppp" marked “ Headquarters Fund,” to the 
Treasurer at Dick Sheppard House, 

leigh Street, W.C.1. 


, 


CHRISTIANS fan 
SHOULD fa 
Gt WAR | 


vo ON 
WANT AND 


Palm Sunday is a traditional occasion for 
processions, but Birmingham witnessed an 
unusual one this year, 


Thirty members from the society of Friends 
(Quakers), Fellowship of Reconciliation, and 
Peace Pledge Union, carried posters and dis- 
tributed leaflets through Birmingham’s City 
centre in the hour preceding the Sunday 
Evening service. 

The slogan on the Posters included : “ Chris- 
tian ends will not be served by un-Christian 
means”; “We Renounce War in Christ's 
Name”; “ Convert the Implements of War” ; 
“Convert Tanks into Tractors”; “ Sufficient 
is Thine Arm Alone ”. 


The leatlets distributed were of all varieties 


MOST GERMANS SAY :— 


Negotiate before 
rearming 


TIPYHE Social Democratic Party of Western 

Germany in recent months organised a 
census of opinion in two cities and two rural 
districts in the Rhineland, Hannover and 
Bavaria, asking the clectorate whether it 
agreed to the demand that talks should be held 
before the ratification of the London and 
Paris Agreements. 


At the same time the Party asked one of 
the private polling institutes in the Federal 
Republic to conduct a poll on a series of 
political questions, including: 

“Are you of the opinion that before 
ratifying the agreements negotiations should 
be undertaken? ” 

Both cnquiries, which were completely in- 
dependent of each other, resulted in 56 per 
cent. of those approached being in favour of 
negotiations before ratification. 


East German view: 


Ernst Langer, Protestant Clergyman, Geln- 
hausen: “Many of us bear on our bodies 
the scars of the last war. That is why we 
raise our voices now to say ‘no’ to the 
Paris Agreements and remilitarisation.” 


PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION 
IN BIRMINGHAM 


iit ce 


published by the SoF, PPU, and FoR, They 
were well received by the public and a number 
of people came and asked for them; some 
taking part expressed the opinion afterwards 
that their witness was more effective because it 
stressed the duties of Christians in regard to 
war. 


The parade was preceded by a meeting for 
worship at Friends Meeting House, Bull St. 


Pacifist debate drew 
largest attendance 


From John G. Millwood 


‘ JF persisted in, war will ultimately extermi- 

nate the human race,” said Reg. Lowe, 
Chairman of the Co-op College (Lough- 
borough, Leics.) Pacifist Fellowship, moving 
a motion worded like the Peace Pledge Union 
pledge in a recent debate. 

Seconding the motion, another Fellowship 
member, John Hammond, said that war was 
insane and pointed out that we were now arm- 
ing Germany because we were afraid otf 
Russia, whom we armed because we were 
afraid of Germany. 

After a vigorous debate the motion was 
defeated by 21 votes to 20, with several 
abstentions. 

The Fellowship were pleascd to have the 
largest attendance at any voluntarily organised 
mecting at the college this season. 

Each week the Fellowship sclls 24 copies cf 
Peace News. Copies of Sir Richard Acland’s 
speech have been distributed to every student. 


PO knew COs 


A LL conscientious objectors in Britain and 
*™ abroad, listed in Peace News last Decem- 
ber as being in prison at Christmas, were sent 
a greetings card by Loughborough Peace 
Pledge Union and Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion group. 

From two Continental pacifists came letters 
of thanks addressed simply: “ PPU Group, 
Loughborough, England.” But they were 
safely delivered, delegates to the North and 
East Midland Area, PPU, annual general meet- 
ing at Nottingham, were told on Saturday. 
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If Protestantism 
cried “ Halt!” 


“The elements of Atomic Warfare bring 
mankind to one of the most critical 
moments in history. How is it to be met ? 
The only world force with the historic back- 
ground prestige (o meet the need is the 
Christian Church. 


“If Protestantism should proclaim that 
the Christian can no longer bear arms or 
wage war, mankind would respond every- 
where, for the peoples of the carth are 
already in revolt against any thought of 
atomic war—as the hazardous condition of 
all our alliances reveals, 


“If Protestantism cried ‘Tialt,’ the 
Vatican would soon follow, for the Pope 
has spoken more boldly than any so far. 
“But what of Russia? There stands the 

greatest gain of all, for unrecognised in 
the USA is the fact that the Russian people 
suffered so terribly in the last war that the 
Kremlin has been foreed to clothe Com- 
munism in the propaganda of peace or face 
endless revolt. Why not turn tables on 
the Politburo? If they will not accept 
concrete proposals for ending all threats to 
war, with safeguards which all pe:ce-seck- 
ing nations will agree to, the Kremlin will 
stand stripped before the world in all their 
naked brutality and deception. 

“This dilemma of despair will likely not 
be broken until the Church finds its voice, 
denounces the cults of violence and the 
fraternities of military glory now dedicated 
to the slaughter of the innocents, until the 
Church lifts the veil from this false war- 
prosperity which is draining away the 
Pecos our children will need for neces- 
sities. 

“Tf the Church starts this, it must go all 
the way, for there is no place to stop now 
this side of the outlawry of all war, Sub- 
versive ? A five-star general did it recently 
as they named a public park for him in 
Los Angeles, All official proclamations of 
the Church on war so far have been wayer- 
ing and uncertain, 

“Tt would seem that the Church must do 
this to save itself, before men become aware 
of the damning contradictions between ser- 
mons and hymns proclaiming the gospel of 
love—and the weekday stock-piling of 14 
megaton bombs, 

“ Are we ready for the great venture ?” 

~—Charles A, Wells in “ Between the 
Lines * (USA), March 1, 1955, 


ssA PEOPLE APART” 


N order to combat the cducational restric- 

tions put upon African children under the 

Bantu Education Act of South Africa, two 
funds were initiated in Britain. 

The Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel (15 Tufton St., Westminster), with their 
South African Emergency Fund, have to date 
collected £28,000. 

The Africa Bureau (69 Great Peter St., 
London, S.W.1.), have raised £3,781. 


PEACE PILGRIM TO WALK ACROSS 
U.S. AGAIN 


“Peace Pilgrim’ has averaged thirty-two 
miles on cach walking day, since she left San 
Francisco, on her second journey for peace 
across America. 

Each day she walks until she is offered 
shelter and cats when she is invited to share. 
So far, she has caten every day, and gained 
shelter whenever in need of it. 

“Peace Pilgrim” has met with enthusiastic 
audiences in all the large citics through which 
she has passed. In Phoenix and Sante Fe she 
talked with the Governors of the States. 

Her planned itinerary for the rest of the 
year is:— 

April: Utah and Colorado ; May : Wyom- 
ing and Idaho; June: Oregon and Washing- 
ton; July: Montana, North and South 
Dakota ; August : Minnesota and Wisconsin ; 
September: Illinois and Iowa; October: 
Nebraska and Kansas ; November: Missouri 
and Arkansas; December: Oklahoma and 
Louisiana. 

She expects to arrive at the Capital City of 
each eats on either the [4th or 28th of the 
month. 


PEOPLE AND PLACES 


LIFE OF LANSBURY 


TE MRYS HUGHES, MP, tells me that he has 
AA been putting the finishing touches to a 
pamphlet-length life of George Lansbury. 


He has not, as other writers have done, 
glossed over George Lansbury’s last years and 
the-clash with Ernest Bevin. 

Time is vindicating George Lansbury. To- 
day many more are cchoing the great Labour 
leader’s call, made as far back as the °30s for 
what is now known as a “war on want.” 

It has been said of Bevin and Lansbury that 
they buried the wrong man in Westminster 
Abbey. 


EVEN IN LOUISVILLE! 


MPHE funeral of Walter White (this 
column April 1) was attended by 
3,000 people of all races, headed by New 
York's Governor, Averell Harriman, according 
to Time last week. Se 
This “vigorous champion of Justice and 
equality for all our citizens” (Eisenhower's 
tribute to White) was culogised by a Louisville 
newspaper and the Missouri House passed 
a resolution of sympathy. 
Peace hath her heroes. . . 


FIRST-TIMERS 


in is good to see so many people 
screwing up their courage and 
going out on to the streets for the first time 


on peace demonstrations and Peace News 
selling. 

There were a number of these plucky folk 
in the march in Birmingham last Sunday, 
pictured elsewhere in Peace News. 

The youngest, Connie Jones tells me, was 
16; the oldest approaching 80. 

Although is was a rainy day and there were 
fewer people about than usual, the parade 
became a two-day affair: The Birmingham 
Mail on Monday carried a picture of the 
paraders and a very good explanation of their 


case. 
FOURTEEN AND BEVAN 


A LONG with 13 other Peace News 

+* staff members and voluntary 
workers I signed a letter to Mr. Bevan urging 
him, now that the whip has been withdrawn, 
to come out in support of Sir Richard Acland, 
little thinking that the round robin would get 
the publicity it did. 


Bob Edwards mentioned the letter in 
Tribune last week and the Manchester 
Guardian the following day. 


SHOOT MRS KNIGHT? 


TINHOSE readers who heard the Rev. 

Francis Noble’s stirring speech 

at the “Renounce the H-bomb” meeting in 

Trafalgar Square last June, will not be sur- 

prised to learn that he is still hammering away 

on this issue in his parish magazine. In the 
March issue he writes: 


By Hugh Brock 


“Two chief complaints against Communism 
are that it is theoretically atheistic (although 
we must bear in mind that Christians in Mos- 
cow are just as proud of their social system as 
are those in Washington, and in any case no- 
body suggests shooting Mrs. Knight!) and that 
when occasion demands, it has no respect for 
human personality. 


“ How can we make such criticisms without 
the greatest hypocrisy if we descend to the 
depths of making atom bombs?” 


NEUTRALITY 


Ww. E. BRAY of Huddersfield, who 

in a letter to the Editor of Peace 

News on March 4 urged readers to write more 

letters to local newspapers, has set a good 
example himself. 

I commend a well-made point made in a 
letter to the Yorkshire Observer following 
Bertrand Russcll’s broadcast last Christmas 
(the whole occupied 15 column inches): 

“Tf it is true, as I believe it is, that a 
neutral Power possesses advantages which 
equip it to take a part as a peace mediator, 
it might be of benefit to us if wo gave some 
thought to the question of neutrality. What 
are the characteristics of genuine neutrality? 
Are we as a nation so involved in intrigues 
and is our nature so bellicose that we are un- 
able to contemplate it?” 

I find Edward Bray has another letter in 
Peace News this week! 


eS. 
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A MAN OF PRINCIPLE 


Although Peace News has printed 
the full story of Alderman Richard 
Bland’s protest, we feel that readers 
will want to see how it wus sent round 
the world by the American weekly, 
Time, under the above heading. 


PPHOUGH far from a prig, Richard 

Bland (71) is an unbending man. He 
detests war and all forms of violence, blood 
sports, meat cating and tobacco, and he 
once served a term in prison rather than 
bear arms. Far from holding these con- 
victions against him, the people of the 
Lancashire mill town of Nelson have twice 
chosen little (5 ft.) Dickie Bland to be 
their mayor. “ Nelson doesn’t like Dickie’s 
principles,” said one townsman, “but it 
does like Dickie.” Beyond ordaining vege- 
tarian menus at oflicial luncheons and 
showing his disgust at puffed clouds of 
tobacco smoke, Dickie has returned the 
town’s trust by keeping his convictions to 
himself as far as possible, However, he 
promised, “if anything comes along during 
my term as mayor that makes me feel [ 
couldn’t mix my oflice with my principles, 
I will resign.” 


* 


About six wecks ago, Dickie Bland got 
the promise of the greatest privilege that 
can befall a provincial mayor: the oppor- 
tunity to play official host to the Queen 
and her consort Prince Philip as they passed 
through town on a spring tour of the 
country. Delighted, Dickie plunged elbow- 
deep into plans for a gala reception at the 
town hall and a royal inspection of the 
local cotton mill. But then he learned that 
Her Majesty was to be attended at the visit 
by 100 rifle-bearing airmen of the RAF. 
Pacifist Mayor Bland appealed to a Lanca- 
shire county councillor, who in turn 
appealed to the Lord Lieutenant in charge 
of the royal tour. Could the airmen leave 
their death-dealing rifles in barracks for 
just this once? Back came the relentless 
answer: “Custom cannot be changed. It 
is instruction to all services that arms must 
be carried on such parades.” 


Last week, faced with the prospect of 
playing host to a detachment of armed 
men, Dickie Bland reconciled his principles 
in the only way he knew. He resigned. 
Regretfully, but with no hard feclings, the 
council of Nelson elected a new mayor, 
who thoughtfully set aside two seats for 
ex-Mayor Bland at the royal reception, the 
townsfolk doubted that Dickie would use 
them, set, as they were, near those rifles. 
they even half hoped he wouldn’t. ‘‘ We 
don't agree with Dickie,” said~ one 
Nelsonian, “ but we like a man to stand up 
for his convictions.” 


THE WAY OUT OF THE 


JULES MOCH 


H-BOMB DEADLOCK 


Someone must lead! It is Britain’s 
chance, writes Leslie Hale, MP in 
this review of a book by Jules Moch 


Human Folly: To Disarm or Perish ? By Jules Moch, with a preface by Prof. Einstein. Gollancz, 13s. 6d. 


KVERY day, for many years now, in the 

House of Commons somewhere, a 
few earnest enthusiasts have been sin- 
cerely discussing some problem. 


Whoever the Members and whatever the 
subject the result has almost always been the 
same. If it is a social problem, then it prob- 
ably cannot be dealt with until the armament 
burden has been reduced ; if it is an economic 
problem, then it may be a question of arma- 
ments expenditure or the influence of foreign 
policy; but in the end Members look hope- 
lessly at one another and say “If only we 
could get agreement through a Four-Power 
Conference.” 


Of course, the most pressing and the most 
urgent problem today is the hydrogen bomb. 
The situation is so serious that many people 
deliberately refrain from contemplating it, 
most people instinctively try not to think of 
their own death, and the possible destruction 
of all humanity is altogether too depressing a 
subject. 


M. Jules Moch, who was France’s represen- 
tative at the Disarmament Conferences of the 
last few years, has faced the possibilitics 
frankly and paints a picture stark, forbidding 
but convincing. In his observations about the 
H-bomb he has consulted the best possible 
scientific advice of France and the book which 
has an introduction by Prof. Einstein is 
admirably translated by Edward Hyams, who 
has in places adapted it a little to the British 
possibilities. 

M. Moch recalls his own experiences as a 
young lieutenant in the first world war: 

“. . . the Saint Cyr cadets, my comrades, 

charging to their death in white gloves. 

Followed immediately the battle of the 

frontiers, a long charge of young men in 

red trousers and gold-mounted kepis against 
thousands of machine-guns entrenched be- 
hind masses of barbed wire of whose 


Book Corner 


FORCE DOESN’T DEFEND 


(Row Ina SPIRITUALLY (Hodder and Stough- 
ton, 98. 6d.) maintains Dr. E. Stanley 
Jones, is our world problem. At the centre 
of almost every acute problem—personal, 
social, economic, political and international— 
is moral and spiritual immaturity. The prob- 
lems and possibilities in almost every situation 
have outgrown the persons. “We are immature 
persons dealing with mature problems.” 
He points out that “the powers we now 
have are such that an irresponsible mistake 
by a few immature people can set the world 
on fire—titerally”; but oddly, for John Foster 
Dulles’s foreign policy was unchristian, 
quotes the latter’s being “driven into being a 
Christian from seeing internationa! confer- 
ences dealing with great issues break down 


because the people in them lacked ... the 
Christian spirit”! 
Himself an American, Dr. Jones in his 


book of daily devotional guidance towards 
spiritual maturity, asserts that dropping the 
atom bomb destroyed our security and re- 
vealed us as “a mixed pagan Christian civi- 


lisation.” “The defence of force . . . doesn’t 
defend and we know it.” “The end of the 
quest for security was insecurity.” He re- 


affirms faith in the unshakeable kingdom of 
God and the necessity of loving our neigh- 
bour as ourselves. This is an invaluable, 
important book which even non-Christians 


should consider. 
RONALD S, MALONE. 


FOR CHILDREN 


Eat, Drink and Grow Clever, by A. B. Cun- 
ning, MB. Faber & Faber, 8s. 6d. 


N her book, WE ARE WHat WE Eat, Dr. 
Cunning provided plenty of evidence in 

support of the food reformers; and, in_des- 
cribing her work and that of Dr. Flora Innes 
among backward and deprived children, made 
a convincing case for the value of whole, 
fresh food in achieving bodily and mental 
health. 

In Eat, DRINK AND Grow CLEVER the same 
Case is presented, this time in a form designed 
to appeal directly to children. 

This book, attractively printed, and_ illus- 
trated by Christina Sheppard, is suitable for 
children of primary school age, though older 
children would also benefit from reading it. 
It tells of Mr. and Mrs. Watts and their three 
children, who live on a farm, and are con- 
sequently more fortunate than most people in 
having fresh food readily available. The 
children are also fortunate to have, in Mrs. 
Watts, a mother with a sound knowledge of 
food values and the ability to enliven her 
explanations with interesting anecdotes drawn 
from a variety of sources, from Nelson to the 
Boer War, from the voyages of Captain Cook 
to the German occupation of the Channel 
Islands in the Second World War. 

Dr. Cunning, in this very readable manner, 


mounts a formidable series of attacks on white 
flour, white sugar and all denatured and 
artificial foods, and argues persuasively in 
favour of natural food, fresh food, raw food. 
In a book of this kind some details are bound 
to be omitted; for instance, it is not made 
sufficiently clear that the so-called ‘ whole- 
meal” bread usually sold in shops is not really 
wholemeal at all—but a surprising amount of 
ground is covered, and any child who absorbs 
what the book has to tell him will be well 
equipped to educate his parents in good food 
habits, CyrIL HUGHES. 


AFRICA 


Beyond the Hungry Country, by Louise A. 
Stinetorf. Muller, 12s. 6d. 


THIS is the fictionalised life-story of an 

American woman medical missionary 
worker in equitorial Africa. Although not 
without interest in the details it gives of life 
and conditions in jungle Africa .and in re- 
minding us that many millions of Africans 
still live in primitive tribal conditions un- 
touched by the complexities and problems of 
“ civilisation". BEYOND THE HuNGRyY CoUN- 
TRY is undistinguished in style and content. 
The author’s mannerisms and ‘attitudes are 
irrifating—a pity, since the material she deals 
with is worthy of a larger talent. 

Africa is rapidly replacing Asia as the 
happy hunting ground of missionaries, phil- 
anthropists and civilisers from the West and 
in particular from America and we may expect 
a flood of books about them. The chances 
are that ultimately Africa will become trans- 
formed by them and then—as is indeed al- 
ready happening to the French and British— 
Tise up in fury against them and their well- 
intentioned activities. But, at least, Miss 
Stinetorf does not make the mistake of con- 
demning everything that is African or of ex- 
pecting the tribal primitive to conform to 
an entirely new code. In this tolerance she 
is, I imagine, comparatively rare. 0. C, 


ANTHOLOGY 


MPHE books of Evelyn Underhill, an Angli- 

can pacifist, centred on the love of God, 
and Bishop Barkway and Lucy Menzies have 
compiled from them AN ANTHOLOGY OF THE 
Love or Gop (Mowbray, 12s. 6d.). 

A mystic who insisted that she “knew for 
certain the presence and activity of the Love 
of God,” Miss Underhill stressed devotion and 
contemplation and regarded service as the 
activity of love. It is odd, however, to find 
Catherine of Siena, “Joan of Arc leading the 
armies of France,” Ignatius Loyola and George 
Fox grouped together as exemplars of “the 
real achievements of Christian mysticism.” 
One sees here, especially in Joan, the danger 
of undisciplined mysticism not rooted in a 
knowledge and practice of the teachings of the 
Sermon on the Mount. R. S. M. 


existence, Iet alone quantity, we had never distance contemplate his successful murder of 


dreamed.” 

In the light of the facts which the book 
gives with regard to modern warfare this reads 
like a tragedy of a long distant era. 

Today even the terror weapons of a few 
years ago are out of date. 

The atom bomb with its 200,000 casualties is 
literally now being developed as an anti-air- 


4 ar : if f 


LESLIE HALE, MP 


craft weapon. The napalm bomb, which was 
used so extensively in Korea (jellied petrol 
which sticks to the skin and burns the body) 
proved very effective, and burning and blind 
children shrieking in agony rushed to their 
homes with the possible favourable result of 
Setting the homes alight, but it is now almost 
out of date except for local operations. 


No defence 


M. Moch makes the point which is a valid 
one, that there has been a rough balance up to 
now between methods of attack and methods 
of defence. Today he thinks there is no 
defence: 


“But against the thermo-nuclear bombs, 
whose murderous cffects are a great deal 
more powerful ; whose dangerous radiations, 
carried great distances by ash, may be dur- 
able, may infect soil, crops, water and fish, 
and transform foods into vehicles of death ; 
whose destructive effects may be greatly 
multiplicd by the winds; whose heat fires 
buildings at a distance—against all this, 
even the most thorough dispersion and the 
most carefully studied protective measures 
are revealed as being entirely vain.” 


M. Moch quotes from the results of the last 
Bikini explosion which caused a crater 
eighteen hundred yards across and nearly fifty- 
five yards deep. 


H-bomb on London 


Try to imagine for a second or two what 
this would mean in London! He concludes 
that a bomb dropped near St. Pauls would in- 
volve the total demirnctisa of arcas extending 
to Richmond, Wembley, Barking and Becken- 
ham, Beyond that there would be a consider- 
able area of blast damage, and minor damage 
would be caused in Salisbury, Cheltenham and 
Leicester. 


M. Moch postulates 
theories. 


The first is that unless we agree upon 
measures of control and inspection within a 
very short period the opportunity has been 
finally and irrevocably lost. At this moment 
world stocks of hydrogen bombs could be 
checked and inspection could be effected but 
production will increase in the form of a 
geometrical progression. In a few years time 
it would be impossible for anyone to check on 
stocks and any country or any reactionary 
military hierarchy within that country could 
hide and preserve bombs long after inspection 
had been agreed on. 


The second is that it would be technically 
possible for a fanatic carrying in a single large 
suit-case to arrive in London and detonate the 
bomb with a time mechanism and from a 


Going underground! 


EACE NEWS’ Voluntary Packing Squad 

recently invited readers to join them in 
providing funds for advertising PEACE 
NEWS on London’s Underground, 


The initial response amounts to over £30, 
including a contribution of £13 10s. 0d. from 
one anonymous donor, which is gratefully 
acknowledged here. This one donation will 
pay for six advertisement panels for a whole 
year (they cost approximately Is. a week). 
It is hoped the fund’s total will be sufficient 
to book at least 24 sites for this period, 


two most serious 


about ten million people. 


The second part of M. Moch’s most import 
ant book, which I beg readers of Peace News 
to buy and to pass on to those who cannot 
buy, consists of a painstakingly honest review 
of the disarmament negotiations of the last 
few years and of a passionate plea for inter 
national agreement. 


The author by no means accepts the thesis 
that the USSR has been wholly and unreasot 
ably responsible for the breakdown, nor doé 
he see the present situation as devoid of all 
hope of agreement. Unhappily, however, he 
stops at this point, which the reader will 
remember, is exactly where I came in. 


A great gesture 


Some country has got to make a great moral 
gesture in the form of a substantial measure 
of unilateral disarmament if humanity is to 
be spared this perpetual horror. 


I believe that the decision 10 make the H- 
bomb and by implication to use it in certaifl 
circumstances, makes absolute nonsense 0 
international morality and of our claims to bé 
regarded as a Christian country. 


IT used the word “murder” advisedly. I 
know of no other term for a deliberate 
decision to exterminate millions of mem 
women and children, the aged and the infirm 
the paticnts in hospitals, the halt, the maim 
and the blind, the poor and the sick, the dis 
tressed and the oppressed, because of a dif 
ference with their rulers. 

In the light of such a decision what becomes 
of our traditional respect for life and liberty: 
of talk about human rights, and of respect fof 


ep 


THE EFFECT OF TWO 
WORLD WARS 


—Einstein 


The psychological effect of two word 
wars has been that the attitude of the 
nations, even in times of peace (or half- 
peace, as the case may be), is dominated bY 
the idea that one must act in such'a way 
that in the event of war the situation © 
one’s own nation shall be as favourable 28 
possible. But such an attitude makes 9 
real peace impossible, and necessarily Jeads 
fo an intensification of antagonisms, and 
finally to catastrophe. Those who do not 
believe in the possibility of the attainment 
of a lasting and assured peace, or have not 
the courage to act accordingly, are ripe for 
destruction. 

-—-Prof, Albert Einstein, in his intro- 
duction to “ Human Folly,” 


the individual, of tolerance, decency and 
humanity? 

M. Moch has written a very worthwhilé 
book, which must be widely read. He has 
stated the challenge to humanity. But to this 
challenge we must respond with a mucll 
more effective answer. SOMEONE MUST LEAD! 
IT IS BRITAIN’S CHANCE. 


a 
nooo ooocoooroh 


No Socialist is complete 
without 


TRIBUNE 


0 
Place a regular order with 
your newsagent or send 2s 6d 
for the next nine issues to: 


TRIBUNE PUBLICATIONS LTD. 
222 Strand, London W.C.2. 
C0600 00000 SOIT 


‘“* He who loves not God, nor his brother, cannot 
love the grass beneath his feet, nor the creatures which 
lve uot for his uses, filling those spaces in the universt 
which he needs not: while, on the other hand, "ol 
can love God, nor his human brother, without loving 
all things which His Father loves; nor with 
looking upon them every one as in that respect ws 
brethren also."—JouN RUSKIN, 


Watch this page for news of a Sale 
to be held in London by the 


EVANGELICAL CATHOLIC COMMUNION 

ALL friends are urged to rally round ant 

help, in the cause of God's Kingdom of Just! 
and peace. 

For information on the £.C.C., send a sai 

 F. Tull, 101 Dalmally Ro#,’ 


to the Rev. G ). 
Addiscombe, Surrey. (Publicity Secreta 
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Our armies are 
wonderful ! 


The following came to Peace News 
recently from a Government source. 

From which Government did it 
come? Does it matter? All Govern- 
ments say the sume thing. 

If you really want to know—it’s 
quite unimportant—see back page, 
Column 4, 


FrRom the Army, the soldier returns to- 

* day both a better educated, more 
enlightened and—more important — still— 
morally a finer man, Our army is not only 
a“ university,” which gives its men a broad 
Polytechnical schooling; our army is a 
school of lofty ethics, of patriotism, of duty, 
of humanity, 

Our army works—-yes, works !—for the 
sake of protecting ifs motherland and for 
the sake of protecting all the achievements 
of science and art, which mankind has pro- 
duced by long centuries of creative en- 
deavour and which in these days, heavy 
With responsibility for all of us, are 
threatened with annihilation by atomic, 
Ydrogen or other kinds of bombs, 

That is something we remember every 
our of our lives. And it is something 
ite army remembers every minute of its 

e. 

The might of our army, resides not only 
IN ids weapons, its arms, it resides above all 
nits mind and heart. 


* 


Our army has a great mind, reared on 
Mankind’s finest traditions, and a = great 
eart which knows the sorrows and the joys 
of the ordinary, common man; and it 
Certainly has no wish to add to these sor- 
Tows and lessen the joys. 

Our army is a sentinel of peace and 
‘curity for the nations, a defender of the 
Peoples from enslavement, a protector of 
their freedom and independence. 

The soldicr . . . is not just a fighting 
Man with a tin hat, tommy gun and hand 
frenade. He is above all a man of deep 
education and = enlighienment, a great- 
earted man who desires to build, to create, 
Not wantonly to destroy. 

That is the source of the soldier’s match- 
legs heroism, honoured and admired by all 
the peoples of the world ; that is the source 
Of his dauntless courage, his fortitude, his 
audacity, his boundless devotion to his 
Country and ability to defend it when re- 
quired. 

I am sure that the common folk of the 
earth will win peace, though it is not so 
simple, that they will not allow the incen- 
diaries to light the conflagration of war. 

eace will be cemented by friendship among 
the peoples. And the joy of that friendship 
Will be a universal joy and not the least 

"8 Soy of our army ! 


Those with consciences 


please keep quiet 


MEMBERS of the American Legion 
Auxiliary executive committee were urged 
farly this year to stifle any qualms of con- 
Xience they might have about conscription, 
4nd to give it their wholehearted support. 
,Declaring that he had received information 
‘cently “that there are certain people in both 
the organisation and the Legion, who do not 
Ma; National Security Training or Universal 
Military Training, Director of the American 


t KBion’s national lcgislative commission, Miles 


fnnedy, added: 

“This is a democracy, and in a demo- 
Cracy you can think what you want. But in 
4 democracy the majority rules, and for 
God’s sake don’t sell your national president 
Own the river. Let’s not fall prey to the 
Old Hitler propaganda of divide and 
Conquer. 

“Tf even one unit of either the Legion or 
the Auxiliary issues a statement opposing 
this it will be grabbed up by our opponents. 
{ beg of you, plead with you, if you do 
have any qualms of conscience keep them 
to yourself, Don’t brunt them around as you 
ave been the last few days in Washington.” 

lait carefully planned and scheduled flood of 
& ters have been organised by the Legion, in 
wpPort of Universal Military Training. The 
‘merican Legion Monthly,” of March, states: 
nis Passage of the NST Bill had the Legion’s 
60 er one legislative priority. Supporting 
Legislative Division would be the combined 
Reon Writing efforts of the 31,000 Posts 
A anches of the Legion) and Auxiliary Units. 
We tailed plan to carry out the operation 
Nt to each Post . .. cach Legionnaire to 
© a letter to his Senators and Congressman 
let, ne man would be appointcd to hold these 
hae to be mailed when National Com- 
Mens Seaborn P. Collins gives the go-ahead 


Writ 


tim eh vital part of the plan lies in the 
_, Ng. Premature mailings will be wasted. 
Whe Collins . . . will notify all posts and units 
«2! Mailing should be made. 
log he Message-Day programme is designed 
Cop UBC members of the 84th Congress at the 
Ng7"st time with mail favouring passage of 
legislation.” 


peace News staff-man 


Us U.S. week-end school 
NDER the title “New Directons for Paci- 
Mittee a ” the American Friends Service Com- 
Nolg;, 2nd the War Resisters League will be 
Nan VBa Spring Week-end Seminar, at Wool- 

a, Hill, Deerfield, Massachusetts, US, from 


Tt, t0 May 8. 
Ru Wardle of Peace News staff, Bayard 
‘bin 4, of War Resisters League and Fellow- 


Mua, of Reconciliation, and Cecil Hinshaw, 
io educator, lecturer and author, who has 
Wonq'¥ teturned from a six months round-the- 
tour, will be speaking, 


—sz, 
‘ 
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WAR ON WANT | 


A rural nurse, Marta Marroquin, trained by the World Health Organisation prepares 
clean newspaper while a mother holds a child that is to be given a routine eheck-up at 
St. Nicholas Apopa in El Salvador, Health is a major problem for most countries in 
Latin America. WHO is hindered in waging its campaign against disease by lack of 
support from countrics which squander their resources on armaments. 


Bertrand Russell dropped his 
notes to reply to interrupters 


“THE CHALLENGE 


OF THE H-BOMB ” 


PEACE NEWS REPORTER 


FRERTRAND RUSSELL was one of many 

eminent figures who addressed a public 
meeting on “The Challenge of the H-Bomb” 
at Central flall, Westminster on Thursday, 
March 31. 


The meeting was organised by the Parlia- 
mentary Association for World Government 
with Gilbert MacAllister in the chair. Besides 
Lord Russell, two English MP’s, Henry 
Usborne and Jim Pitman, a French MP, Mme. 


Lipowski, Signora Chiesa of Italy, and Profes- 


DESTROY ALL 
WEAPONS—Tito 


RESIDENT TITO voiced his opposition 
to the manufacture and use of the A 

and H-Bombs, in a speech to the two Houses 
a the Yugoslav Federal Assembly on March 


He said, “If we look at the discoverics 
about, and the application of, nuclear energy, 
only as a means of offering unlimited pros- 
pects for the welfare of mankind, and not for 
its annhiliation, then we have a clear answer 
to the question as to what direction inter- 
national relations should take. 

“We consider that it would be disastrous 
for the fruits of human labour and for the 
world if this gigantic force were used as a 
means of devastation and annihilation. We 
are sure that the only right way to achieve 
the progress of mankind is by using nuclear 
energy for peaceful industrial purposes so as 
to raise the standard of living and remove 
misery and backwardness. This, of course, de- 
mands primarily the removal of the veil of 
secrecy from this universal achievement and 
the making of knowledge about it accessible 
to all nations. 

“At the same time we feel that it would be 
necessary to destroy all existing nuclear 
weapons and to use their material for power 
purposes, helping toward general prosperity-— 
a process which is technically easy and can 
quickly be accomplished. 

“Therefore, we are for the use of nuclear 
power only for peaceful purposes, given, of 
course, efficient international control so as 
to prevent this stupendous scientific achieve- 
ment from being abused from cither side.” 


Yugoslavia opposes arms race 


President Tito also spoke on the two aspects 
of United Nations, On the one hand was the 
economic, health and cultural aid it had 
given to the world, but on the other hand, 
the United Nations had not succeeded in 
solving political matters. The President poin- 
ted out that this was the fault of the Big 
Powers, who sought to take matters into their 
own hands outside of United Nations. He 
said that they were giving themselves over 
more and more to the arms race, This was 
an extremely dangerous path to follow, for 
it meant dividing the world into hostile camps, 
and the feverish stockpiling of weapons of 
large-scale annihilation, in which was latent 
the threat of a new world war. =." 

Yugoslavia was opposed to the division of 
the world into blocs, and to the armament race, 
because experience had shown that armament 
races usually led to war. 

Co-existence 

Speaking on a policy of co-existence, 
President Tito reasoned that the world today 
has already become a whole, and that nothing 
that happens in one part of it can be without 
its effect elsewhere. “That,” he said, “ means 
peace is indivisible. The policy of active co- 
existence stipulates co-operation with all 
States, irrespective of the differences In social 
structure and political system.” 


sor Alexander Haddow, Principal of the 
Chester Beatty Cancer Research Institute, also 
spoke. 


Mr. Clement Davies, who is President of the 
World Association of Parliamentarians was 
prevented from attending by illness, 


Each speaker in his or her different way, 
expressed the view, that to avoid world disaster 
there must be world law, and that an. em- 
powered and improved United Nations could 
provide a basis for World Government, and 
therefore save us all from nuclear extinction. 

It was clear that these “ revolutionary ” ideas 
were very upsetting to certain members of the 
audience, and “the sale of their birthright to 
some supra-national body was unthinkable.” 

Bertrand Russell, ignored his notes, when he 
began to speak, and asked what the inter- 
rupters meant by their birthright. He made it 
very clear that it was nothing less than our 
birthright that was at at stake. He pointed 
out our precarious situation, and called for 
action from non-committed powers, such as 
India, 


He suggested that they should carefully 
study the threat facing mankind today, and 
then issue a statement telling the two sides 
in the cold war that neither American 
Democracy nor Communism can gain from 
nuclear war. 

The results of such war would be disaster, 
but with nuclear energy harnessed to peaceful 
aims, a golden age might arise, and with that 
hope power for good might arise in the 
world. 


Futile argument 


Professor Haddow was able to move his 
audience with the power involved where H- 
bombs where concerned. One H-bomb pos- 
sessed more power than all the bombs that 
struck this country during the last war. It 
required only 20 of these bombs to cripple 
and destroy the whole country. Twenty pieces 
of fissile materia} the size of a grapefruit. One 
bomb could now spread 7,000 square miles of 
serious radiation. Besides the immediate hor- 
rors of death and destruction, the effects on 
those not directly affected were summarised ; 
the change in blood cell formation, the cancers, 
the malformations. 


He dismissed the futile argument of peace 
through deterrents, and showed that today, 
man possesses more power than that with which 
he endowed his early gods. Man had broken 
the sound barrier, the next step was to break 
the political barrier. The oneness of man was 
emphasised when he reiterated that the 
oT of the future are the empires of the 
mind. 


Henry Usborne, in an excellent opening 
specch, related the tale of “ Governor Moeur’s 
navy!” when there was nearly war in 1934 
between two American states over a dam on 
the Colorado river. A curt telegram from 
President Roosevelt restored the situation. The 
wider implications were obvious, 

Jim Pitman followed and quoted Mr. 
Macmillan, when he said that “something 
like world government was necessary for con- 
trol of all weapons of war.” 

Signora Mary Tibaldi Chiesa of Italy 
reminded the men in her audience, that whilst 
men have duties—children have rights. 

Mme. Lipowski of France, bereaved and 
disgusted by war, spoke of the agony of 
German rearmament in the face of the 
opposition of both French people and German 
youth, and pleaded for a reasoned public 
opinion to demand world government. 

Over 1,400 people attended the meeting, 
including representatives from India, Iceland, 
Israel, Poland, Pakistan and the Philippines. 
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Women’s _ International 
League say: 


@ RENOUNCE H-BOMB 
@ RENOUNCE WAR 
@ REMOVE U.S. BASES 


TYIXHE Women’s International League of 

Peace and Freedom held its Annual 
Council in London recently, celebrating at the 
same time its fortieth birthday. 


Time was given on a very full agenda for 
an cmergency resolution on the British 
Government’s decision to make the H-bomb. 
Sybil Morrison was asked in this connection 
to speak on the White Paper for Defence and 
Opened the discussion with a strong plea for 
looking at the whole question on moral 
grounds, and, finally, asked the conference to 
refuse its sanction to the use of nuclear 
weapons, 


After discussion, a resolution was moved by 
the Hon. Secretary, Mrs. Ineson, seconded by 
Mrs. Duncan Harris, and carried unanimously 
recording “the strongest possible protest 
against the decision of H.M. Government 1o 
“proceed with the development and produc- 
tion’ of the Hydragen Bomb.” 


The resolution continued: 


“This decision in our opinion, is aggravat- 
ing the present tension between the West and 
the East rather than, as stated in the Defence 
White Paper, ‘ increasing the chances of peace.’ 


“We not only fear the disastrous con- 
sequences to the human race, including 
fulure gencrations, but also strongly object to 
the policics which impose upon men_ the 
necessity to be the instrumenis of mass des- 
truction. 


“We belicve that this is the moment to 
renounce not only these monstrous weapons, 
but war itself, 


“We beg that H.M. Government should take 
note of the uneasiness and anxiety on this 
tremendous issue apparent in the minds of 
thinking people today, and earnestly pray them 
to lead the way to sanity and moral strength 
before it is too late, by refusing to manufac- 
ture nuclear weapons irrespective of the 
attitude and decisions of other governments. 


Mrs, Pandit’s message 


Speaking at a reception at County Hall, 
London, in connection with the WIL Anniver- 
sary Celebra- 
tions the High 
Commissioner 
for India, Mrs. 
Vijaya Lakshmi 
Pandit, said it 
was a great pri- 
vilege to be ass- 
ociated in this 
event. It gave 
her great satis- 
faction and hap- 
piness to see the 
impact the 
League’s work 
was making on 
various scctions 
of international 
society, especi- 
ally in the 
United Nations. 

“The life of 
the League is 
just beginning to 
unfold because 
of the ground- 
work of dedica 
tion, service and 
tourage of the 
vioneers,” she 
said. “We are 
going to achieve 
much bigger 
things than we 
thought possible, and women must play a much 
bigger part in policy-making. ” 

In a statement issucd after the mecting the 
WIL reaffirmed “that it is within the power 
of men and nations to eliminate organised 
violence and warfare from the world, and to 
free mankind for the growth and exercise of 
the spirit in creative activities ; and that it is 
the responsibility of individuals to use their 
will to plan for peace, and the responsibility 
of nations and governments to place the wel- 
fare of all peoples before the prestige and self- 
interest of their own country or race. 


They urged H.M. Government to take the 
following essential steps towards the easing of 
international tensions throughout the world:— 


1.The seating of the People’s Republic of 
China in the United Nations and Security 
Council as the effective government of tho 
Chinese people. 


2.The initiating by H.M. Government of a 
plan for total and universal disarmament for 
presentation to the Disarmament Commis- 
sion; recent developments in the field of 
nuclear warfare having made this a matter 
of urgency. 

3.The adoption of a foreign policy based on 
the lessening of our overseas military com- 
mitments, which would lead the way to the 
abolition of conscription, 

4.The immediate renunciation by H.M. 
Government of the use of hydrogen bombs 
and all other nuclear weapons. 


5.The removal of all American bases and 
foreign military personnel from this country. 


Mrs. PANDIT 


ILCOP CONFERENCE IN HOLLAND 


TINHE next Conference of the International 
Liaison Committee of Organisations for 
Peace will be held at Pietersberg, Oosterbeck, 
near Arnhem, Holland, from August 23 to 28. 
Its subject will be “The Scientific and 
Psychological Approach to Peace.” 


eee eee 
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Prisoners 
in Korea 


By Robert Greacen 


Treatment of British Prisoners of War in 
Korea. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s. 


Peace Year Book, 1955. National Peace 
Council, Is. 6d. 
MPHE Stationery Office report, issued on 


behalf of the Ministry of Defence, on the 
treatment of British prisoners of War in 
Korea has already caused a great deal of dis- 
cussion. It is an interesting document, al- 
although it is one that seems calculated to 
fan aggressive cmotions. One has no reason 
to suppose that the incidents related are not 
factually true. Of course distortion can take 
place without telling a single lie. I have not 
the information to know whether or to what 
extent distortion may have taken place. 


One recalls, however, that during the Korean 
War the Editor of Picture Post was sacked 
for attempting to show the other and pre- 
sumably equally true side of the whole ghastly 
business—the treatment of prisoners by the 
United Nations forces. I can remember how 
a certain journal (of which I was then Assis- 
tnt Editor) accepted James Cameron’s offend- 
ing article. The Editor was ordered by his 
superior not to print it. Despite strong edi- 
torial protests that invoked the freedom of 
the press and all that, the article was sup- 
pressed. 


Regardless of the provisions of the 1949 
Geneva Convention the ill-treatment of 
prisoners took place in Korea, as it neces- 
sarily must in any War. The new aspects 


UN soldiers 
thrower on a home which may hide 
snipers. 


in’ Korea turn a_ flame 


were these: firstly, the systematic propagand- 
ist attempt to make prisoners change their 
ideas and secondly, the fact that British sub- 
jects, in particular two representatives of the 
Daily Worker. played a part in the process. 
Treason or working class solidarity ? 


Time was when PoWs were herded together 
like cattle and ill-treated (as animals would 
not be) by the more psychopathic of their 
guards, just because they belonged to the 
“enemy.” Now the plan is to bring them 
over to the other side ideologically, using 
brutality only if “necessary.” We are told 
that one British prisoner elected to remain 
in North Korea, One wonders whether he 
was a Communist before he saw that unhappy 
land. The writer of this official account admits 
that “there were, of course, genuine con- 
versions, which were not based initially on 
a facade of ‘ progressiveness '’.” 

In a record of sordiness and brutality there 
is one good joke, though not one that was 
readily appreciated by the Chinese or North 
Koreans. Apparently in their written exam- 
inations—how prison life must have resembled 
a kind of Borstal !—for prisoners one ques- 
tion nearly always cropped up: ‘What is 
the highest form of class struggle?” The 
stock answer carrying full marks was this: 
“The highest form of class-struggle is civil 
war between the exploiters and exploited.” 
One witty British officer answered the ques- 
tion thus: “ Travelling first-class on a third- 
class railway ticket.” Absurd questions de- 
serve flippant answers. 

° s * 


PEACE YEAR Book, 1955, is an indispensable 
guide to international and British organisations 
that are concerned, whether directly or in- 
directly, with the preservation of peace. If 
you want to know the address of the Third 
Camp Movement or the Africa Bureau, the 
Royal Empire Society or Racial Unity, 
PEACE YEAR BOOK provides a ready answer. 
The list of books, pamphlets and journals will 
be of assistance equally to research students 
and active field workers, Its last few pages 
make unpleasent but essential reading: 
statistics relating to armaments expenditure, 
casualties in the last World War and Korea, 
and Treaties of Alliance since 1945, 


Lettersto the Editor 


Formosa belongs to China 


JLORMOSA belongs to China as much as 

anything belongs to anybody, that is, it 
belongs to the winner of the Chinese Civil 
war. 


The Americans by officially attaching them- 
selves to the Nationalists and giving them 
armed support are guilty of a flagrant act of 
aggression. We are allied with the Americans, 
give them air bases and are prepared to sup- 
port them over Formosa _ provided that 
Quemoy and Matsu are given up—lovely 
British compromise. The Americans are pre- 
pared to use the H-bomb in a war over 
Formosa. This means that we are prepared to 
back the use of the H-bomb in the cause of 
aggression. Are we demented? 


D. G. WILLIAMS. 
153 Finlay Rd., 
Gloucester. 


London Co-operative resolution 
I HAVE sent to the secretary of the manage- 
ment committee of the London Co-opera- 
tive Society a resolution for inclusion on the 
agenda of the quarterly mectings held during 
the week beginning Monday, April 25, calling 


for united action for the banning of the hydro- 
gen bomb, 


The resolution congratulates the education 
committee on the London conference on the 
H-bomb and calls on all sections of the 
London Co-operative Society to take the lead 
in our capital city for the abolition of the 
bomb by international agreement as a first step 
towards genera! disarmament. 


This resolution has to be moved at all the 
quarterly meeting and I am writing this letter 
to appeal to all peace lovers to ensure it is 
moved and supported throughout the area of 
the London Society. 


(Mrs.) DULCE SMITH. 
3 Stuart Ave., 
Ealing Common, W.5. 


Finding new readers 


JDURING the past few weeks, following the 

debate in the Commons on the manu- 
facture of the H-bomb and the pronouncement 
of the Archbishop of York, several people 
have written to the press on this vexed subject. 


I want to suggest that pacifists in all areas 
make sure that whenever correspondents write 
to the press on subjects similar to that of the 
H-bomb and allow their names and addresses 
(o appear, they should be contacted, either by 
a visit or a letter, and shown copies of Peace 
News. I am doing this in “my” area and 
within the space of a fortnight I have had 
assurances from some of those I have con- 
tacted, that they will commence taking our 
paper, 

Might I suggest that Peace Pledge Union 
groups and distributors in general order their 
12 “special rate copies” and organise a cover- 
age of the press with the above object in view. 
There are upwards of 125 daily papers 
published and this does not take into account 
the various other publications which also, very 
often, publish letters from readers. I am con- 
vinced that if we do as I suggest and if every- 
one who does it has the same success that I 
have had, we shall find many new readers! 

EDWARD BRAY, 

20 Westfield Ave., 

Oakes, Huddersfield. 


Peace loans 


I HAVE written to the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer, and others, suggesting that as 
we have war loans, war stock, “ defence” 
loans, etc., which the Government can always 
Start at very short notice in order to pay for 
war, and preparations for war it would be 
equally easy for the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer to state this year, in announcing his 
budget, that Britain will now initiate a fund to 
be used exclusively for Development and Re- 
construction—Peace Loans or Peace Stock— 
into which people like myself can pay the 
whole of that part of their Income Tax, i.e. 
10s. out of every £1 now spent on preparation 
for war. The whole of what we pay could 
then be used solely for the purposes for which 
we, as Christians, stand. 


I think we have to make it quite clear to 
our Government, and the world, that there is 
a body of people who have no intention of 
being a party to the manufacture and use of 
infernal weapons. Such a stand would be 
welcomed by that very large proportion of 
British people who are deeply shocked by the 
Governments’ decision to manufacture and use 
them, and would welcome the opportunity to 
pay into Peace or Development Loans instead. 


I think such a gesture from Britain would 
help to promote confidence also in peoples of 
other countries. We could then act as a bridge 
between Russia and USA. 


ENID ANSELL. 
Satyagraha, 
218 Hills Rd. Cambridge. 
U.S. peace petition 


MY Peace News, arrived yesterday and as 
= usual, I put aside all other concerns, to 
glean new courage and inspiration from your 
incomparable little newspaper. Of all the good 
deeds we experience from the American 
Friends Service Committee, none is more 
gratefully appreciated than their bringing us 
Peace News. Across the salt ocean between us 
you may draw deeply from the fresh flowing 
wells of gratitude you richly deserve. Please 
accept my thanks from all of us. 


Withal your current issue carried an error 
that should be corrected as soon as possible, 
since it circulates among folks of all creeds 
and opinions. You headlined an item that 
Methodists in the USA had launched a Peace 
Petition. This is misleading. It makes no dif- 
ference who first presented the Petition to the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation: only that the 
person was not a Methodist. The FoR as you 


know, is interfaith and non-sectarian. 
the Peace Petition’s first sponsor. 


It is true, our Peace Petition is presently 
more largely supported by Methodists than 
other church leaders. It is also true that 
Methodists list more conscientious objectors 
than other denominations. This does not mean 
monopoly in cither case. That the trustees of 
the great liberal Central Methodist Church of 
Detroit gave the Peace Petition working head- 
quarters as long as needed, is a shining ex- 
ample to other Churches; not evidence of 
exclusiveness. 


The Petition reads: To the President of the 
United States of America, from the under- 
signed citizens thercof : 


It was 


Believing that war violates the will of God 
and threatens the nations of earth with mutual 
destruction, we ardently support your call to 
pray for peace: and since effective prayer 
requires consistent action, we humbly petition 
that you do your utmost in the spirit of the 
Lord’s Prayer to: (1) Negotiate with enemies 
according to the Golden Rule; (2) Abolish 
weapons of mass extermination as an initial 
step toward international disarmament and 
devote the savings to human betterment; (3) 
Reconcile conflicts peaceably through the 
United Nations and help nations of differing 
systems to live together in peace. 


REBECCA SHELLEY, 
Secretary. 
Peace Petition Committee, 
23 East Adams Avenue, 
Detroit 26, Michigan. 


Disarmament at one stroke 


T AM getting tired of the way our official 

contributors to Peace News waste their 
efforts on elaborating their differences with 
Mr, Aneurin Bevan. 


A legislator has got to ask himself whether 
the community is capable of implementing 
such legislation as is involved in disarmament 
in one stroke. I, as a pacifist, say it is not. 


In my view the churches have got to be 
awakened—and the press—before the Govern- 
ment could be expected to act in this way. 
Disarmament requires elaborate economic 
planning to avoid economic chaos, and the 
easing of tension such as Mr. Bevan suggests 
is the first step. In attempting to bracket Mr. 
Bevan, with Mr. Churchill and Mr. Attlee I 
think PN lost its sense of proportion. The 
question asked by Pat Sloan (PN March 4) 
and the article by S. W. Green (March 18) 


Points from letters 


{tT might be well worth while to probe, in 

America, as well as in England, to what 
extent international big business is “interested” 
in the exploitation of and traffic in uranium 
and other fissionable minerals. 


Africa in general is being pillaged. The 
worst case is that of the copper of North 
Rhodesia—the Beatty group~—where white 
copper miners get six times in pay what they 
are worth (i.e. as much as £300 a month) for 
the US Government, and copper-kings to stock 
pile copper as fast as it can be got out of 
the ground; while the African  contract- 
labourers, who do the hard work while the 
White Baas stands by, are considered to be 
“Communists” if-—as lately—they strike for 
an extra 10s. 8d. a day. 


SOUTH AFRICAN READER, 
(Name and address supplied) 


Your excellent paper has converted an 

American, student. He came from Chicago, 
where they had conducted Communist purges 
among the schools, the boys conducting their 
own investigations. He wished, when he came 
to England, to drop H-bombs on Russia, and 
everything “peace” he labelled Communist. 
Your paper completely flabbergasted him 
when he saw your criticism of Russia. He has 
since thought for himself, and now his every 
other word is peace and co-existence. 

G, P. TURVILL. 
28 Fendon Rd., 
Cambridge. 


HE time for peace-makers to argue 

amongst themselves has long since gone 
by. Today, unless we make peace and make 
it soon mankind may perish from the face of 
the earth, and we, not the war-makers will be 
to blame. Good is stronger than evil and God 
greater than the Devil, and we who are on the 
side of righteousness have the strength if we 
will but use it. 


I must therefore, reluctantly criticise your 
splendid paper for its serious omissions. 
Rightly, as the journal of the pacifists, you put 
our case first and give us major space. But 
there are others striving for peace, and striving 
mightily, who do not see eye to eye with us 
always but for whom we ought to show greater 
respect and to whom I think you ought io give 
greater news space. 


Particularly serious, I think is the omission 
of the activities of the British Peace Com- 
mittee and the World Peace Council. 


I think it is a serious weakness to our 
common cause that you take so little notice of 
such worthy collaborators. Their recent 
Trafalgar Square meeting on the H-bomb 
with a platform ranging from the church to 
atheists, from Trade Union leaders to Quakers, 
and which was attended by 5,000 people and 
followed by a mile long procession of silent 
protest, ought to have been reported by you 
as a great contribution to the whole campaign, 
which indeed it was. 


JOSEPH R. SANDY, 


50 Stanwick Mansions, 
W.14. 


both raise issues which I think those respot 
sible for pacifist policy ought to study mort 
closely. G. E. MADDEVER. 


Complete demilitarisation 


I TAKE grave exception to Mr. Emr 

Hughes’ statement on military expenditure 
in Peace News, February 25, “that the timt 
has come for a drastic reduction...” Surely, 
such milk and water stuff is to be expected 
only from such people as the Bevanites ad 
the Communists? Let us as pacifists nd 
slither along the latter path, but take a cot 
stant radical stand for complete unilater | 


demilitarisation. 
GEORGE GREGORY. ; 
Clovelly Camp, | 


Box Hill Rd., Nr, Tadworth. 


Thanks from Dutch prisoners. «+. 


TT was a pleasant surprise to receive so many 
Christmas and New Year’s Greetings from 
all parts of the globe. 


On behalf of the 90 conscientious objector 
here in Eindhoven I must express heartfelt 
gratitude to all those who sent us their car 


Thanks also to the War Resisters’ Intel 
national which for many years now has 
smoothed the way to international contact 


between pacifists. We hope that its unceasing 
fight for recognition of the CO, whatever hi! 
persuasion, may find more approval all ovéf 
the world. 

C. STELLING. 


Eindhoven, Holland. A. DEN DULK. 


eee and a Scot 

| WOULD like to express my gratitude to all 
the kind and thoughtful people who set! 

me Christmas and New Year cards. I spent thé 

festive period in Barlinnie Prison, where I was 

sent as a conscientious objector. 

I received a total of 56, and on behalf of 
my wife and myself wish to thank the sendefs 
who must have read of my pligit in Peacé 
News. THOMAS FISKEN. 

14 West End Park St., 

Glasgow, C.3. 
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Helga (Maria Schell) oo Tih 
telling a partisan of her Weation 
desperate need for © make it 
drugs to check an out- ! we tse 
break of typhus among ebdpe 
his men. if 
NOW at the Cameo-Poly Cinema, Regem sp deg 
+% Street, London, is a superb Austro-Yug® | }ebomb. 
slav film, “The Last Bridge” (Gala-Came® — ““sifist Con 
Poly) which deservedly won the Selznick , 
Golden Laurel Award for “outstandi™® | | tonne, 
achievement in promoting mutal understanding ~ Chure 
and goodwill among the peoples of the ff au 

F} »” SSIOT 
and democratic world. 

Maria Schell, with a sensitivity which won & i. 
Cannes Festival award for the best actress 0: | Mp ST, 
1954, plays a German doctor, who, kidnapP& | Moorhouse 
by Yugoslav partisans, helps wounded Yug? ang & Hy 
slavs, Germans and English alike. At first 5 h en 
heals her enemies reluctantly and she is hort!’ | gy) RO" 
fied when after healing a Partisan, he sho : 
her he can now use his trigger finger. When ; ur 
Nazi prisoner denounces her “treachery,” SM 3 ee 
tells him: “Suffering is the only enemY; | New, Ne" 
Partisans are human beings like you and m@ KENSIN 
and her conscience pleads for an all-embracifb ren Hall 
humanity above that of her own people. ; Worlt'Ga 

Finally, both armies stop firing to let he ’ 
complete an crrand of mercy; and the fi Gas + 
pointing the need for men to show grealé Peg teLTE 
humanity to cach other, even to enemlé Coulson, F 
whatever their nationality or politics, be Fanon es 
“Must her sacrifice be in vain?” Since § are Si 
in saving life, did not dare differentiate be | Ciara LIFA 
tween one life and another, surely the F% | Answer 15° 
of humanity must see the pointlessness 
destroying lives in the cause of nationalism b 

EY | 4 RIDLIN 

VERONICA MADDINGLEB™ | to. dave 

-— a visit 

= = J ; 7 2 EYTON 
TO MEET IN ITALY eign ee 

AN East-West Mecting will be held Teh 


by the Centre of International Co- 
ordination for Non-violence in Perugl® 
Italy, on August 29 and 30 
It will examine by means of papers 
and discussions the theoretical and 
practical aspects of world unity, an 
the spiritual forces which already 
exist, 


Papers, suggestions and publications 
in Italian, English, French and Germa? 
will be welcomed, and should reach 
The Centre of International 
ordination for Non-violence, c/o Ald? 
Capitini, Palazzo Pcrugia, Italy. 
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Radio By Joseph Fleming 


THE LAST OF 
THE WINE 


ANY play with Fay Compton is worth hear- 

ing, but she had a very difficult task with 
ae Last of the Wine” (Third), by Robert 
Olt, 


The subject, the threat of an A-bomb attack 
' ©n London provided scope for dramatic, real- 
Isttc presentation, particularly as the author, in 
4 foreword quoted from Martin Buber’s I AND 
; Tou (“our leaders smile with superior assur- 
ance, but death is in their hearts”) and con- 
| tinued, “ My play is aimed at that smile, which 
18 worn not only by our political leaders, so 
Nobly engaged upon the postponement of our 
Universal suicide, but wherever experts gather 
together.” 


Unfortunately the aim was wide of the mark. 
There was far too much of a foolish love story, 
and the bickering of the two young men seldom 
Tose above nursery level. We hope the author 
Will try again. Being shrewd and capable, he 
should not hesitate to discard a substitute for 
his best. 

In AT Home AND ABROAD (Home), we were 
told that young children in Cyprus were taking 
Saths to free their country from forcign domi- 
Nation. “The United Nations had deferred 
Indefinitely consideration of an application for 
self-determination by the Cypriots.” (Sweet are 

€ uses of majorities). After all “Turkey is 
| Sur friend and ally, and one-fifth of the popu- 
{ 


lation are Turks.” Our moral concern for 
Minorities was proved beyond all doubt by: 
Cyprus for strategic reasons alone must 
Teémain British.” In short, if excuses are very 
thin we have a nice fat reason. 


During Holy Week the BBC tricd hard to 
Please everybody, but we are puzzled why 
Lariat Boy,” a story of White Settlers and 
Idians—the first Wild Western serial ever 
Written for “Children’s Hour” (Home)—-was 
Considered suitable for the occasion, There 
Were plenty of arrows shot and rifles fired, to 
&av nothing of a stampede of 3,000 cattle to 
Nde down the “bad men.” Another “ inspira- 
tion” was the playing of Mozart’s “ Alleluja ” 
oy “ The Band of Welsh Guards ” (Light). 

“The Twelve Pound Look” (Home), a skit on 
Masculine vanity, is one of Barrie's chuckles. 
etty Ann Davies as Kate, Norman Shelley as 

Sir Harry and Dorothy Black as Lady Sims 
Played their parts to perfection. It is true, of 
Course, that many otherwise sensible men accept 
the frivolous title of knighthood merely to 
Please their wives! 

“Eh, he was a oner!” said Aunt in a running 
Commentary during Lord Samuel’s “ Sir Wins- 
‘on Churchill’s Political Life” (All Services). 
, Just like Moses, he led his people for 50 years 
Ne did. With a ‘V’ sign by day and a cigar 
¥ night; led us dry foot over the Suez Canal 
in right up the garden path to Eden. I hope 

left the world a little better than when he 
aa; took charge of it, but I’m a bit septic about 


] RENOUNCE WAR AND | WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union, 
Send YOUR pledge to 
P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 


Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.I 


(tens RuEEMEEKTLik a 


ag this is a free service, we 
erve the right to select notices for 

{ lication. We nevertheless desire 
Make it as complete a service as 
reasonably can, and therefore 


DIARY 


For disarmament 


R EALISING that pacifists, whether members 

© of the Peace Pledge Union, Fellowship of 
Reconciliation, Independent Labour Party, or 
any other body or of none of these, are bound 
to be concerned with the action which they can 
take in the existing political situation, the 
undersigned submit the following comments 
for consideration :— 


Individually we all accept the need for dis- 
armament, unilaterally if necessary, by Great 
Britain. We fear that the arguments adopted, 
for example by Mr. Bevan, are apt to confuse 
rather than clarify public thinking, since it is 
impossible to agree that this country should 
manufacture the Hydrogen bomb while re- 
Stricting its use to only specified situations. 


We applaud the stand taken by Sir Richard 
Acland, though we regret that he has not so 
far found it possible to accept the view that it 
is not enough to abjure the H-bomb while 
retaining other weapons. 


It has been suggested that an “alliance ” 
might now be formed on the basis of disarma- 
ment by this country, combined with positive 
action to relieve causes of world tension, and 
that such an “alliance” might put forward 
candidates in selected constituencies at any 
future election. 


Another suggestion madc is that an organisa- 
tion should be set up with the immediate pur- 
pose of taking advantage of the proposed 
mecting of Labour Party representatives at 
Margate on May 15. A carefully planned 
meeting with nationally known speakers might 
be held during that weekend at Margate. 


These are only some suggestions and we do 
not feel competent to do more than offer them 
now for consideration. We shall be very glad 
to hear of other views and what the pacifist 
organisations are prepared to do during the 
next few months. 


FRANK T. FARMER, ELIZABETH HOLDING, 
JOHN HOLDING, JOHN McNair, URSULA 
M. Masszy, W. GriGOR MCCLELLAND, 
Joun Morey, DONALD RAMAGE, MarK 
SADLER, SYBIL GEFFEN, [VAN GEFFEN, 
18 Saltwell View, 
Gateshead, 8, 


Olive Schreiner 


PARANCOISE DELISLE (PN, April 7) rightly 
; deplores any  denigration of Olive 
Schreiner’s husband, Samuel Cronwright, and 
she hopes that in my biography, which she 
has not read, I have been fair to him as well 
as to her. I have striven to do justice to 
both husband and wife, and to explain, as 
far as an outsider can, the difficulties of their 
relationship with one another. 


Cronwright was undoubtedly kind and 
patient, more patient than many men might 
have been with Olive, who was by no means 
casy to live with. That he did not fully 
understand her was not altogether his fault; 
he certainly recognised her genius, and he 
treasured everything that she wrote. Any new 
interpretation of her life and work depend in 
the first place on his painstaking biography of 
her, which—as Vera Brittain pointed out— 
gives all the facts, if not the whole truth. 


D. L, HOBMAN. 
66 Tisbury Road, 
Hove. 


Newsvendor’s Commentary 


N reading Sybil Morrison’s piece on her 
newsvending experiences at Charing Cross 
I am impressed by (a) how much good sense, 
and (b) how much slipshod and harmful think- 
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ing, she condenses into this one short article. 

First, her remarks on the Soviet Union and 
the A and H-bomb are factual and correct. 

But why docs she have to boast of a 
thoughtless and stupid retort to some still more 
stupid young man that she would probably 
be “shot” in Moscow? Here she helps to 
pile up the slanders of the cold war on her 
very pitch of peace outside Charing Cross— 
and boasts of it. 

Why does she not mention the continued 
Soviet efforts to get agreement on the banning 
of A-bombs and H-bombs, efforts going on 
this very moment at the Disarmament Sub- 
Committee in London? 

And why must she call the Soviet attitude 
“ aggressive’ when, on every issue in the past 
year, the USSR _ has tried continuously to get 
further negotiations going, and when negotia- 
tions have become possible has made serious 


Letter from USA 


the clergy out of it for the moment—sel! them- 
selves to the military and such problems as— 
Colonel Beers mentions this one too-~—“ Is there 
a better warning sound than a wailing siren? 
You know, it scares some people more than is 
necessary. ” 

In view of such phenomena as these, I am 
glad to end on another note by mentioning a 
brief article written some months ago by Dr. 
Karl Menninger of the famous Menninger 
Foundation of Topeka, Kansas, but which 
came to my attention only the other day. 
(The article is one of many appearing in the 
June, 1954 issue of Pulpit Digest, address, 
Great Neck, New York. Single copies can be 
obtained at 50 cents and larger quantities at 
reduced rates. Pacifists among the authors are 
Howard Thurman, Halford Luccock, McNeill 
Poteat, Georgia Harkness and Frank Laubach, 
Others are Norman Thomas, Nehru, Bertrand 
Russell, Wm. O. Douglas, Chester Bowles, etc.) 


An optimistic note 


Menninger’s contribution, being that of a 
psycho-analyst, appropriately begins with a 
quotation from Freud who—surprisingly 
enough, as his correspondence on the subject 
with Einstein twenty years or so ago indicates 
—was a pacifist. Freud, in the passage quoted 
by Menninger, ascribes a great part of thé 
current unrest, dejection, and “ mood of appre- 
hension ” to the fact that men have “ brought 
their powers of subduing the forces of nature 
to such a pitch that... they could now very 
easily exterminate one another to the last 
man.” 

Freud ends on a more optimistic note than 
we are accustomed to associate with his writ- 
ings and suggests that now “the other of the 
two ‘heavenly forces,’ eternal Eros, will put 
forth his strength. ” 

Menninger goes on to say that at Jeast in 
this passage Freud makes it clear that he:is 
talking about the love, agape, of Paul’s I Cor- 
inthians XIII. 

After quoting from that classic statement 
about “this medicine, love” Menninger asks: 
“Who will dispense the medicine to the 
patient? . . . Does anybody really believe in 
love?” With the caution of the professional 
man he observes that “ what works with in- 
dividuals who come to the psychiatrist as 
patients might not work in the case of groups 
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concessions (as, e.g. on all-German clections, 
Austria and the banning of the Bombs)? 

If she replies that she does not know of any 
such concessions, | would only repeat: Please 
do read the available material in print before 
falling for the warmongers’ slanders that the 
USSR is “ aggressive. ” 

PAT SLOAN. 


British Soviet Friendship Society, 
36 Spencer Street, London, E.C.1. 


“NATIONALISM AND DEMOCRACY ” 


We have received a letter from Reginald 
Reynolds arising out of that from John Nibb 
in Peace News, March 25. 

This correspondence has been brought to a 
close and we cannot agree to reopen it, We 
think it is due to Reginald Reynolds, however, 
to say that his letter seeks to draw attention to 
a number of points upon which his views have 
been misquoted or misrepresented, Ed., PN. 


@ FROM 
PAGE TWO 


of people to whom one went on a mission. ” 
It is very refreshing that he docs not cava- 
lierly reject the latter possibility as I find most 
psychologists, psychiatrists, etc., do. He goes 
on to make a suggestion for a mission to 
Russia which I shail not describe here. 

His article closes with some remarks about 
prayer! “It seems to me more worthy of the 
worship of the God I believe in for us to 
pray for more love in our world than to pray 
for more rain in our country.” A fitting end- 
ing for a Letter written during Holy Week. 


A first: performance 


WIDEACE NEWS presented another Musical 

Evening on Friday, April 1, at Friends 
International Centre. Eric Rees (baritone) was 
accompanied by Margaret Thistlethwaite, and 
Robin Harrison played piano solos. 

Great interest was aroused by some settings 
of Esperanto poems by the distinguished pacifist 
musician, Frank Merrick, who introduced the 
programme personally, These included a song 
cycle, La  Kvar  Sezonoj (The Four 
Seasons) and a group of four separate songs. 
Mr. Merrick has set his texts to music which is 
attractive and singable in style and distinguished 
by a remarkable feeling for the words. Such 
graceful and poetic music is rare these days, 
yet the composer shows in “La Nigra 
Rajdanto ” (The Black Rider) that he can also 
write music of dramatic power. 

Another novelty was “Wenn du Heimgeh’st 
zu Gott” by the Viennese-born composer, Egon 
Stein. In this beautiful and moving song Eric 
Rees was accompanied by the composer. 

In Beethoven’s C Minor Sonata (Op. III) and 
shorter pieces by Chopin, Scarlatti, Liszt and 
Albeniz, Robin Harrison showed himself to be 
a talented pianist with a vigorous style, flucnt 
fingers and a fine sense of musica) structure. 
His excellent rhythm and well-moulded 
phrasing, always a delight, were particularly so 
in a charming Bagatelle of his own composi- 
tion. E. R. 

The evening resulted in a contribution of 
£2 Ss. Od. for the Peace News Fund, and we 
are especially indebted to Eric Rees both for 
arranging the programme and for his own 
delightfully versatile and accomplished per- 
formance. Ed., PN. 
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Wednesday, April] 20 


| 
PQHELTENHAM 1 7.30 p.m. The Rotunda, 
Cour Forum. Brains Trust. Prof, Charles 
Can Son, FRS, David Eversley, B.Sc. (Econ), 
| Fone? C. F. Harman, Henry Usborne, MP. 
‘ Bush Rd., 
CHALIFAX: 7.15 p.m.: Friends Mtg. Ho., 
| new Rd., Minnie Pallister, ‘‘ The Christian 
Wer to the Hydrogen Bomb.’ PPU, FoR. 
j 


Thursday, April 21 


nERIDLINGTON 1 7.30 p.m.; Friends Mta. 
ecg’, Havetock St., Richard Rowntree on his 
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Party. 


oa visit to Kenya. Public Mtg. SoF, 
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Group Discussion, PPU. 


Saturday-Sunday, April 30-May 1 
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Ave., Leeds, 8. 
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Ken Chadwick, 35 Berkeley 


Saturday, April 30 bs 
Friends Mtg. 


Annual Reunion Concert, 


Buy Sale. PPU 
Thursday, May 5 
8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. 


"* PPU 


United Nations Technical 


Ryn, Assistance. War on Want Study Gp. 
Aqig@E PARK: 3 p.m; Pacifist. Youth Saturday, May 7 
Group, Rvery Sunday. PYAG, : ia as eI 4.30 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Out ark. Prof, Tucker, Minnie Pallister, 
TUESDAYS Philip Millwood, Hugh’ Brock. ‘** Any 
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8 p.m.; Highams Park 


oO THURSDAYS Baptist Church, Cavendish Rd. Rev. H, Ingli 
lint. Gon: W.C.1t 1.15-1.45 p.m. Church James, “Christians and the International 
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don’t send stamps in payment, except for odd 
pence. Maximum length 60 words, Address 
for Box No, replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4. 

LATEST TIME for copy: Monday morning 
before publication, 


MEETINGS 

INTERNATIONAL CLUB, Rath. Tuesdays, 
7.30. Literary Institute, 18 Queen Sq. All 
welcome. 

H-BOMB and UN. J, Avery Joyce and Dr. 
A. D, Belden, Kensington Town Hall, Tuesday, 
April 19, 7.30 p.m. Crusade for World 
Government. 

KING'S WEIGH House Church, Duke St., 
nr. Bond St. Tube, Sunday at 11 am. and 
6.30 p.m. The Gospel of Peace. Rev, W. E, 
Rix, M.A. 


ACCOMMODATION WANTED AND 
OFFERED 

AGM DELEGATE recommends Shayler for 
board or bed and breakfast. 

HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and folly 
good food to visitors and permanent guests. 
CANonbury 1340, Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton 
Pk., N.S, 


HOLIDAYS 
AT BOGNOR (PAGHAM) on quiet farm 


near Sea, open aspect. Modem 4 _ berth 
Caravan, fully cquipped, on bus route, 
tradesmen call, Recommended. 168 Elgar 


Ave., Tolworth, Surrey, 
BOURNEMOUTH (Boscombe). Smati Guest 
House rear sea. H & C all rooms. Personal 


Supervision. Vegetarian and ordinary diet. 
Norah Bailey, Court Green, 18 Glen Rd. 
Tel.: 33621, 


BUDE, Cornwall. Atlantic Guest House, 
offers relaxation in glorious natural surround- 


ings. Special terms April-May. No vacancies 
July-August. Free brochure. 
BUXTON, Westminster Vegetarian Guest 


House, Broad Walk. Friendly comfort, Home 
baking Good district walking and touring. 
Tel. 929 Janet and James Joyce. 

CARDIGAN BAY, Sea and mountains; 
vegetarians welcome: § gns, weckly (full 
August). Also furnished rooms, own kitchen. 
Jepson, Brackenhurst, Fairbourne, Merioneth. 

COTSWOLD HILLS, The Yew Trees, 
Cockleford, Cowley, Cheltenham. Excellent 
centre; good food, 16s, daily: £4 178, 6d. 
weekly. Brochure from Lilla Tansley, 

DOVERCOURT. Fully equipped 4 berth 
caravan. Details s.a.e, or Phone ENF. 3399. 
H. Croughton, 27 Kilvinton Drive, Enfield. 

FRESHWATER BAY (1.W.), | Dimbola, 
overlooking Bay and Downs. H & C. Tele- 
vision and games rooms, Ideal centre. Write 
brochure. 

HUNGARY, including excursions, concert, 
etc., 16 days £49 103: 21 days £57. Full 
programme Contains 80 holidays in 18 
countries. Stnd stamp, Holiday Friendship 
Service, 48 Dalston Lane, London, E.8. 
(CLI. 3302). 

HASTINGS.  Weckends or 
Bed & Breakfast 125 64. 
near sea and shops, #y, 
5 Boscobel Rd., St. Leonards, 


Conferences. 
Residential area 
& C. Gas fire. 


Festival in Poland, July 31-Aug, 14. Only £33 
for thrce weeks; fortnight £29, Details from 
British Youth Festival Cuee., 9 Camden High 
Surect, London, N.W.1), 

LYNMOUTH, Devon. Shelley's Cottage, 
situated in centre of village. Comfortable 
beds, excellent food. Vegetarians welcome. 
Haynes. Phone: Lynton 3219, 

SOMERSET : Qid Cleeve House, Old 
Cleeve. Nr. Washford for your holidays. 
Near sea and moors. Own produce. SAE for 
brochure. 

SPEND YOUR HOLIDAY in the Lake 
District this year. Highfield Vegetarian Guest 
House, The Heads, Keswick, offers magnificent 
views, attractive food and comfort in friendly 
atmosphere. Vacancies for Easter. Anne 
Horner Phone: Keswick 508, 

SWANAGE, Vegetarian Guest House over- 
looking sea. Children welcomed. Brochure : 
‘* Waveney,” Park Rd., Tel. 2804, 


PERSONAL 4 
AUBRBY BROCKLEHURST, qualified 
watchmaker, offers wide selectlon of new 
watches with gcnuine guatantees, Enquiries 
welcomed: articles sent on appro, All types 
of watch, clock, and jewellery repairs. Old 


gold and silver purchased. 6 Endsleigh St., 
London, W.C.t, Tel: EUSton 5501. 

“BLIJAH COMING Before Christ,” wonder- 
ful book free. Mcgiddo Mission, Dept. 13, 
Rochester 19, N.Y. 


HELP ESTABLISH PEACE. Join The 
Animals’ Crusaders, E.1630, Queen Ave., 
Spokane, Washington, USA, 

VEGETARIANISM. London Vegetarian 


Society welcomes enquiries from all interested 
in living without using the flesh of animals 
for food. Literature free on receipt of 24d. 
stamp. 

WAR RESISTERS' International welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps and undamaged air 
mail covers, Please send to WRI, Lansbury 
House, 88 Park Ave., Bush Hill Park, Enfield, 
Middlesex. 


EDUCATION 

SPEAKING AND WRITING lessons (cor- 
respondence, visit), 5s. Dorothy Matthews, 
BA, 32 Primrose Hill Rd., London, N.W.3. 
PRIimrose 5686. 

NEW COURSE IN SIGN, POSTER and 
SHOWCARD writing. Three-book Course 
(over 40 plates) embracing Structure of Alpha- 
bets, Development of Styles, Perspective, 
Spacing, Layout, Shading and Ornamentation, 
Ribbons and Scrolls, Lining, Preparation, 
Glass Work, Gilding. and General Technique. 
25s. Complete. Post free. BCM/CONFEC- 
TUM (Dept, D), London, W.C.1. 


LITERATURE 

QUAKERISM. Information and Iiteratre! 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Rell- 
gious Society of Friends. free on application 

“* SCOTTISH NEUTRALITY "” (Peace 
Policy, Case against Conscription, 40 pages, 
price 6d.). ScOTLAND. THE WEALTHY NATION 
(Scotland needs few imports, 144 pares, 
1s. 6d.). Buy Scottish Goons (64 pages 6d.). 
ScoTLaND’s WEALTH AND Poverty (Foreign 
Oil, etc., interests impoverish us, 16 pages, 6d.). 
Sam anp Jock (40 pages, 1s.), Available from 


advertisements must be made through a local 
office of the Ministry of Labour or a 
scheduled employment agency If the applicant 
is a male aged 18 to 64 or a woman nged 18 
to 59 Inclusive unless he or she, or the 
employment, is excepted from the provistons 
of the Notification of Vacancies Order, 1942. 

ACTIVE LADY, family grown-up, secks 
housekceping post. Box No, 618. 

LADY, middle-aged seeks remunerative em- 
ployment in social service or similar agency 
or im pacifist home, Experience social service, 
ua clerical, and housekeeping duties. Box 


17, 
MABEL EYLES Duplicating Service, 395 
Hornsev Road, N.19 (ARC. 1765) 

KINGSTON CLINIC, Edinburgh, 9, re- 
quires an experienced residential cook In- 
terested food reform. Own bed-sitting room, 
Particulars to Secretary. 

PRINTERS’ MACHINE MINDER for new 
Wharfe., and auto. Must be capable of 
Producing good class work. NS, 5-day 
week, Ducret, 340 Whitehorse Rd., Croydon. 
Tho, 5362. 


FOR SALE 
EXTENSION LADDERS. Best materials and 


craftsmanship. All rungs wired. Example, 
one double 14 Rung Extension 6 gns., car, 
paid, Arthur Roberts, 12 Clare Rd., Cardiff. 


SPECIAL OFFER TO 
NEW READERS 


You can give PEACE NEWS 

nine weeks postal trial for 

2s. 6d. only (U.S. Office 13 
weeks for $1). 


Please send PEACE NEWS for...... 
to the name and address below. 


I enclose 
NAMB 
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ADDRESS . 
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STANDARD RATES: 
HOME EDITION (G.B. and overseas) 
1 year 21s., 24 weeks 10s., 12 weeks 5s, 
Or order from your newsagent, 
U.S, AIR EXPRESS EDITION 
1 year $4, 6 months $2. 
PEACE NEWS 
3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 
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Archie Lamont, Jess Cottage, Carlops, Penicuik, 
Midlothian. 


or 
130Brattle St., Cambridge 38, Mass.USA 
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DOWN WITH 
THE COST OF 
READING! 


If you like intelligent books of permanent 
interest you would enjoy membership of 
Readers Union. RU members receive each 
month a fine, strongly-bound edition for only 
Ss.—a fraction of the normal price. RU selects 
from the lists of all publishers, covers a wide 
range of interests from history and travel to 
the arts and fiction. RU caters all the time for 
lively-minded people—look at the programme 
below! 


RU MONTHLY CHOICES 
onLy 5/= EACH 


TOO LATE THE PHALAROPE by Alan Paton 
A moving novel of race and conflict in South 
Africa by the author of Cry, the Beloved 
Country. ‘Mr. Paton maintains his mastery.” 
—The Times Literary Supplement. 


April: 10s. 6d. for 5s. 


AN ARTIST’S LIFE by Sir Alfred Munnings 
The autobiography of the famous, hard-hitting 
Royal Academician. “ Exhilarating, humorous, 
sincere.”—Sir Desmond MacCarthy. Hlustrated. 
Shortened. 

May : 80s. (3 vols.) for 5s. (1 vol.) 
THE IMPOSSIBLE ADVENTURE 
by Alain Gheerbrant. 
Exploration in unknown regions of the Amazon 
basin. “Read and be thankful.”—The Times 


Literary Supplement. Mlustrated. 
July: 16s. for 5s. 


OLD MEN FORGET by Duff Cooper 

“T-recommend this book without qualification. 
It is well outside the rut of most political auto- 
biographies.” — A. J. Cummings — News 


Chronicle. 
July: 21s. for Ss. 


MAKE ME AN OFFER 


A KID FOR TWO FARTHINGS 
by Wolf Mankowitz 


Two brilliant London novels in one volume. 
“Mr. Mankowitz reveals a genuine comic 
talent; he writes concisely and with agreeable 
lyric undertones. 7. he Times Literary Supple- 
ment. CUS Tene 

August: 15s, (2 vols.) for 5s. 


COMING DOWN THE ete iP By 
-or ees, iy PY Robert Gibbings 
An enchantirte foohoy” dribed in words and 
masterly wood engravings by the author of 
Sweet thames Run Sojtty. “A book of good 
talk, good stories and rich digressions.”—News 
Chronicle. 
September: 18s. for 5s. 


AND THESE EXTRA 
OPTIONAL VOLUMES 


These are not alternative to choices. They are one of 
the ‘* miore than a book club‘ privileges available only 
to Readers Union memberg and may be ordered on 
enrolment. 


THE FABER BOOK OF TWENTIETH CENTURY 
VERSE 


** Should be read by everyone who wants an {idea of the 
wealth and varicty of modern poetry. "—Edwin Muir. 
12s, 6d. for 6s, Gd. 


THE SHORTER CAMBRIDGE MEDIEVAL HISTORY 
by rroj. UC. W. Previté-Orton 
A famous and fascinating work of scholarship. 2 volumes. 


300 plates. 
SSs. for 30s. 

SYAIA by Robin Fedden 
A portrait of the hitthe-known but infinitely varied Jand. 
““ Scholarly yet always imaginative, it digs deep into the 
past, bul does not neglect the present . . . Ably written 
and delightfully entertaining Peter Quennell. 

April: 21s. for 9s. 


= File 


May t 16s, for 7e. 6d. 
Ruth 


Maar 
An account of ‘Py Darts evolution. ‘‘ Stimulating, 
well-written aust yel  ]. exciting aswell as 
schotarty—Su . ustfated, 
; aed ba. Via * ' June: 2 
Pe dating Sf ANHQUENLANDY QO) Dr, Jittfin Huxley 


Burvey of ancemt, and modern in the Middle East. 
"This is a rich book,.a. masterly analysis of the origin 
and process of civilisation ’’—Sir Ronald Storrs. Ilus- 
trated in monochrome and colour, 

August 1 25s. for 15s. 
THE DANCING BEES by Karl von Frisch 
An account of the social life af the “honeybee, based 
on the author's own researches, ‘“‘ Simply and lucidly 
writen . . . thrills by the sheer wonder and novelty of 
what he has to tell ’'—Birmingham Post, 
September : 16s. for 6s, 6d. 


— — — ~— JOIN HERE NOW — — — — 
TO READERS UNION 7 


~ 38 Willlam IV Street, London, W.C.2, 
(Or hand ta your bookseller) 


(ay I enclose 33s. for 6 monthly books, including postage 
and packing (Canada $4.65) or 


(6) 1 will pay 5s, plus 6d. postage and packing monthly 
after receiving each book (U.K. only). 
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Acland 


ye FROM PAGE ONE 


deterrent Britain can add nothing; for if the 
Russians tor the Americans) are not deterred 
from some mad act by what the Americans 
(or the Russians) might do to them, they will 
not be deterred from it by thinking about a 
few extra explosions contributed from Britain. 


What about the long run? 


This is really the supreme question which I 
am putting to you in this election. 

I beg you to think about it for the sake 
of your children and your children’s children. 
What is to happen in the end? Is the 

deterrent to go on for ever? Is mankind for 
ever to live in fear that at almost any moment 
Russians or Americans may unleash the hydro- 
gen barrage ; and with no more than the hope 
that with luck they will each restrain the 
other? Are boys and girls to grow up for ever 
in a world agonisingly balanced on this razor- 
cdge of uncertainty? 

If not, then what? 

Some day, surely, the ghastly tension be- 
tween the two giants must somehow be relaxed. 
But how? From within one or other of them? 
Impossible. From Russia and America on 
their own nothing can come except an ever- 
widening vicious spiral of power, hatred, 
suspicion and fear. 


The only hope of mankind : 


Our only long-term hope is that somehow 
other nations and peoples, from outside the 
arena of unlimited power and fear, may 
steadily offer such understanding and tolerance 
and even forgiveness to each of the two great 
antagonists as will gradually teach them even 
to tolerate each other. We saw that India, 
without threat of arms, could take a step in 
this direction in Korea. 

If we now make H-bombs—(1) we add 
nothing to the deterrent, and (2) we enter the 
arena of fear and hate ; and we thus disqualify 
ourselves from the long task of constructive 
peace-making. 

If we stop making H-bombs, A-bombs, 
strategic bombers and all! the rest; if we take 
the lead in a world attack on world poverty ; 
then we can play our part in creating peace in 
an agonised world. 


One word of warning : 


What I propose is not a certainty; and it 
cannot possibly be quick. There are terrible 
risks ; and at best it must be a quarter-century 
effort. I propose it because, with all its risks, 
it is the only hope. 

If now I have persuaded you that Britain 
should not make H-bombs, then I hope that I 
can also persuade you that this question is 
much more important than Party loyalty— 
either to Conservative or Labour. 

After all, suppose that one day the H-bombs 
actually begin to drop. Suppose that on that 
day you have to say: “Of course I always knew 
at the time that Ackland was right, but 
naturally I had to vote against him for the 
sake of the Party.” 

If I am right about H-bombs, you do not 
have to vote against me for the sake of any. 
Party. The future of your children and of 
mankind is more important than political 
machines. 


To those who agree 


If you agree with me in what I have said 
and done, please don’t just leave it at that. I 
Start this contest against two established 
machines with no organised support at all. 
Those who disagree will work as hard as they 
can against me; I shall fail unless those who 
agiee will work equally hard on my behalf. 
I therefore want you to do two things. (1) 
Every day, make it your business to tell some- 
one that you agree with me. (2) Call at my 
office at 1 Union Street, off Parrock Street, 
Gravesend (or write a line) to let me know 
that you are ready to help in building up the 
organisation that we need. 


News you may have missed 
@ FROM PAGE ONE 
A statement criticising American policy to- 
wards the Chinese off-shore islands of 
Quemoy and Matsu has been issued recently 
by Christian Action, a national organisa- 
tion of Protestants in the United States. 


The New China news agency have accused 
Americans and Nationalist Chinese secret 
agents of sabotaging a plane in which 
Chinese officials were travelling to Indonesia 
for the Afro-Asian Conference. It crashed 
shortly after take-off on Monday, and some 

embers of the crew and passengers are 


-missing, 

— EUROPE 

Police on April 4 uncovered new evidence of 
“a violent anti-British campaign in Cyprus. 
| Copies of a secret oath, “to struggle against 
the British yoke” even at the sacrifice of 
Jife, have been found. It is not known the 
total number of arrests. 


A complaint by Sir Charles Peake, British 
Ambassador in Athens concerning a broad- 
cast on Athens radio dealing with the Cyprus 
situation has caused Mr. Stepanopoulos, 
Greek Foreign Minister, to state , that 
friendly relations with Britain must be 
maintained. The Government official in 
charge of Cyprus broadcasts was dismissed. 


The conference of 97 non-governmental organi- 
sations meeting at Geneva, ended on April 
4, having passed resolutions calling for re- 
spect of human rights without discrimina- 
tion, and for the adoption of certain con- 
ventions—such for example as the Con- 
vention of Human Rights—by the com- 
munity of nations. These resolutions will go 
to the UN Economic and Social Council 
when it meets in Geneva in the summer. 

East German authorifies report the arrest of 
521 US and British citizens, who are accused 
of being Secret Service Agents. 
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Life, to be sure, is nothing much to lose, 
But young men think it is, and we were young. 
—A. E. Housman. 


TPHE strange and awkward gap left by 

the disappearance of most national 
newspapers has been filled for most of 
us with reading of a different kind. 
Among the books that have come my 
way, there is one which remains in my 
mind even though it is by no means in the 


category of great literature. 


It is an authentic account of a nursing 
sister’s cxpcrience in a front line casualty 
clearing station at the time of the D-Day 
invasion of Normandy, and is appropriately 
called Lire IN Our Hanps*. The author, 
Pamela Bright is unknown to me, but she 
writes with great economy and skill, and her 
compassion and sorrow dominates the scene. 

There is nothing sentimental, nor morbid in 
her pages, though the subject is one that could 
easily lend itself to either mood. The descrip- 
tion of appalling wounds suffered by men, who 
only a few hours earlier had been in full pos- 
session of bodily health and physical strength, 
of their pain and their humiliation, is told 
objectively and yet compassionately. 

There is the sergeant who just gave up and 
died, the man with the formless jaw, bandaged 
so that only the madness in his eyes showed ; 
there is the one who struggled up to go and 
look for his pal, though he had no legs to do 
it with; there is the corporal whose liver is 
torn in two, leaving him yellow and insane; 
there is the young lieutenant gasping his life 
away for want of a lung, the colonel without 
an arm and a leg, who loved the Army, the 
youth with his genitals destroyed attempting 
suicide rather than return to his “girl” 
impotent. 

This picture of fearful violence and dread- 
ful waste is sct amid the ordered routine of a 
moving hospital. The work and imagination 


*Macgibbon & Kee. 12s. 6d. 


STRIKE—while the iron 
is hot 


THE London newspaper strike, which seems 

likely to end this weekend, has given a 
valuable boost to Peace News sales in Greater 
London. Over 15,000 copies of this issue have 
been printed ; Peace News will be conspicuously 
present at hundreds of shops and street pitches 
where it has mot been seen since the early 
months of the fast war. 

A dozen shops around this office welcomed the 
paper with a fervour normally reserved for the 
million circulation press—and nearly 300 copies 
were taken by sellers in Fleet St. and the Charing 
Cross area during a two hour delivery round last 
Thursday afternoon. Many of our London 
voluntary distributors, at negligible notice, 
delivered extra supplies to local shops. 

WE MUST NOT LOSE ALL THIS VALUABLE 
NEW GROUND. Now is the time to see that 
your newsagents continue to stock and display 
Peace News. Having read it once his customers 
will, we hope, come back for more. It rests with 
our regular readers to make sure that local shops 
have Peace News available all the time. This 
entails an undertaking to buy left-over copies, 
but given a few months successful try-out this 
guarantee becomes superfluous. 

Meantime our Eight Special Campaigning Issues 
continue. New orders are still coming in for one 
dozen of each of eight consecutive issues at 
the special rate of £1—a magnificent opportunity 
for peace groups and individual readers to intro- 
duce the paper to sympathisers and people who 
mould public opinion. Lack of space prevents 
detailed reports of the fine work being done; 
three dozen copies to the queue in Bath waiting 
to see Billy Graham’s “Souls in Conflict” Film 
(others please copy!), Hastings Peace Pledge 
Union Group’s last weekend sell-out of 100 
copies through local newsagents, 130 copies at 
two Bevan meetings in South Yorks, the new 
street selling campaign of Merseyside Young 
Friends, consistently good sales at London meet- 
ings—and a large campaigning mail each day that 
takes many hours to sort and deal with. 

H. F. M. 


This week’s printing 14,000 Home Edition; 
1,450 Air Express. 
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NOW SHOWING AT 


Marble Arch Pavilion. 


Oxford St., London, W.!I. MAY ath 


CHILDREN of © 
HIROSHIMA 


(X Cert) 
BERTRAND RUSSELL, 0.M. 


“. , A most impressive film that must be very 
widely seen, and | hope will be . .” 


PAUL DEHN (News Chronicle) 
“, , if all the world were made to see * Children 
of Hiroshima’, it is possible that this picture 
might for ever prevent the dropping of another 
bomb. ." 


TIMES EDUCATIONAL SUPPLEMENT 
“, . plerces the complacency of 10 years uneasy 
peace. <” 


PEACE NEWS 
“a film every pacifist should see, and better, one 
to which every pacifist should take at least two non- 


pacifists. ...” 
Film released 


b 
CONTEMPORARY FILMS, LTD. 
59, Frith St., London, W.f. GER 9392/3 
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LOST CAUSE. @ 


SYBIL MORRISON | _ 


involved, the absolutely rigid routine thal 
made it possible to follow behind the invadint 
armies, and in a matter of hours set up tenls 
beds, operating theatres, dispensing depart 
ments, and even a mortuary, is a peculiatl) 
exciting story in itself. 

No self pity obtrudes, though the work of 
the nurses and orderlics and doctors was exatt 
ing, exhausting, and heart-rending. The write 
has a deep passionate humanity, and in spit 
of work that could have made for callousness 
felt each patient was human, each one differett! 
and important. “I could still feel protectiv® 
and loving towards the faces raised to minh 
those same sick faces which looked hopefullf) 
up from beds in London, Edinburgh, Not 
mandy or Palestine. I could still feel.” j 

Nevertheless, she found it impossible to fe# 
that same compassion and pity for the Ger 
mans. As the advance continued, badly 
wounded German prisoners passed through thé 
casualty clearing stations. One had fought 
desperately to avoid capture “ believing thal 
as a prisoner he would be shot, and as ? 
wounded man would be buried alive” thou 
everything medically possible was done fof 
these fear-indoctrinated human beings, thé 
writer cannot conceal her contempt and horrol 


* 

Yet these men had obeyed orders, even #! ALBE 
the British RAF with 250 bombers had just Mc 
removed a whole small town of Normandy 
from off the map in the name of liberatio®: Du 
There is a tragic story of a dazed old maf born of 
encountered on the road, who asked the wal Dositi 
to that small town which was his home, aa ee 
there was nothing to do for him, but give him or Ad 
cigarettes and chocolates, and point out thé It w 
way to another town. for Phys 
_ The book is an unconscious, but tremendovs| hig Scien 
indictment of war ; all the people in it are re®) Worlq pm 
people, and it is impossible not to believe #| Two ti 
them. They are human beings, caught in 4 Temarkal 
grcat machine which tore them to pieces # instein 
though they were nothing but fuel fed to ifs atics, 3 
monstrous engines. Those 

The men who set forth that D-Day, inspired Of his t 
and uplifted by the words of one of thé, fielg mt 
greatest of all war leaders, did not know theY| importan 
were fighting in a cause already lost; that thé discover; 
policy of “unconditional surrender” had a! Vision a 
ready cast the shadow of the Hydrogen bomb; Henry 
that their mutilation and humiliation covl® tance to 
never save the world from the threat of tot@! this Ger 
extinction. | dat true 

This book should be read if only because!'; by an ec 
‘“gives one to think,” not only about thé} “Ag jor 
horrors and miseries of war, but about thé gradually 
meaning of peace, Made his 
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From the Moscow “ News”, February, 1955 mee an 
“Army of the Soviet People” by Vsevolod {gr 
Ivanov. hetke 
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a Both a 
“ Objective Peace ’’ demonstration yistandi 
Saturday, April 23 stoi 
n 

3 p.m. Poster Parade from Bromley North been 

Station, Sherman Road. iethods. 
3.45 p.m. Open-air Meeting, Bromley North mat he d 

Station, Sherman Road, ilities 

Speakers: John Hoyland, Stuart Morris, Sybil Yet th 

Morrison. Chairman: Winlfred Salter, the man 

ANY QUESTIONS ? jho Wro 

at Bromley Public Library, High St., at | Ugust 2 
6.30 p.m. lain ©. 

(Peace Exhibition and Buffet from 5 p.m.) | wa L. Sz 

Panel: Alastair Heron i 

Morrison, Stuart Morris, Rie dell sie page 

Master: Leonard Tomkinson. ————__ 
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Peace Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh St., London, W.C.!- 
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lad: 

DR. DONALD SOPER || ‘i’: 

Arms? Scrap the lot ay ah 

His forthright “ News Chronicle” article imonser 

reprinted, by parmission, in leaflet form. work y, ‘ 
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His House of Commons speech 
Now ready 


ALEX COMFORT 
The H-bomb: we’re dancing 
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